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Observers of the international llbrary scene in the 1960's could

not fall to note a growing dlscusslon of and activity in the area of

'E{“natlonal planning for llbrary and docunentation services. - This did

;:_not come as a great surprise in v1ew of the intense interest which ,
“”*?fsboth 1nternat10nal organizations- and governments of newly developing =~ i
; ’;countr1es had shown since World War IT in long—range planning for socio-
:uf; economic development, but perhaps its most notable repercussion within.
‘the library field occurred in what is now UNESCO's Division for tne
Derelopment of Documentation, Libraries and Archives under the leadership
. of“the recently retired Carlos Victor Penna, whose tireless efforts in.

this fi€ld cilminated in his pioneering study, Planeamiento de Servicios

~ Bibliotecarios (1968), of which a revised and enlarged second edition

appeared in 1970 with the title The Planning of Library and Documentation

_ Services (1).

? 'li_:fi','A It seems approprlate to thls wr1ter for a paper prepared for an
A International lerary Conference taklng place in Jamaica to conslder the
"~ topic of library planning within the geographic framework of Latln Amer~

. ica- (used here to embrace the ent1re area 1n the western hemlsphere to
‘ -'~'the south of the Unlted States and Ganada), w1th which Jamalcan tles and
s 'llnks are surely 1ncrea51ng in number and importance. For this reason o
%',*71;53;fj:1;to the above ‘title, one might add a subtitle like this: "Some Thoughts

R _t_:on, or, With Special Reference to, the Situation-in Latin America.™

ki;ﬁIn short, this presentatlon draws . not only ‘upon the work of many persons

: 'concerned with llbrary development in this area but also upon the writer's

: *Professor of Library Science, George Peabody College for Teacners, .
and Professor of Spanish and Portuguese, Vanderbllt Unlvers1ty, Nashville,

,Tennessee, U.S. A ;; EZi/d;__qe‘——x_“\
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" tham is the context of Latin America, with the hope that this *akisg

e dbucr;pulve survey nowo cicerly wnau some countrics ravo

own experience as observer of “he Lavin Amorican liorary-and biblicgra=

r‘u'ical scene and, more reccntly, as one who has worked with navional

(’)
Cpe

Q-

p*dnnLI for book and librqry evetoomernt in two lerge and ¢mufvtaﬂ,;

’ucoant ies—DBrazil and Colombia. The paper attempts to review u¢18f;j

the background for and tncclomenLgmx*ch compose a naticnal pian . for

Jliorary development and to pru,cnﬁ some comments and cboervat lons Lo

)

*~cx' can prov1de orlentuulon te those anfaomiliar with the wanaal

£

. tovic and useful suggesbions to trose working in plinning uoki&.dﬁfﬁﬁGSV

an 1nv. ablnoly 1mportant tool fir achieving 1mprovvd Library and dood-

‘muntau_on gcrv1ccs.

saw tk» pmergence of a new d¢mens A YIS T 14
h“le, of actlvltles related e n&tlondl plannlnf for llora:y GLVG L O
u«nt ;wo-years ago Marlet a Durlel, St.epard CFrLLlC~: some i ths

“~3c:up undertaken in ‘en LdLhn Amerlc .'rppublﬁss T A

Lbéatlvblv further than otherJ, mere &hbbrﬁotlng peridaps 1s -he fa:

Qﬁyn¢tq at ¢eaot~1n this writ er's cpipion 2 list ranking countrigs v

tosal, Llurary dgvclopmenu wou*u I t no"ff51r¢ly coincide wivh ¢ lis o)

. : b
;hose;uhat-had ‘dorie most - ih ilorary-p;annlng.‘ 55, Z
recogaiize that some of the same ?nflucncqs were and are 3o w 1

the entire area. Among these nedcral antccedents tnz mog iﬁpor;an:
+.3 tae stimulus, begLnnlr; in 1 )61, which ail types of socin—crorsmis
planning received f{rom tig Al 1dnhe for Progress, Ancither rag Lhe
lrmportant role which the ﬂdt*Uhu_ pranning authority——ﬁhe Lensrlams U
icional de Planeacidn in Colombic, the ¥inistério do Planz i~cniio

wordena¢To Geral in Brazil, the Uficina Certral de Coordinacii. y -Lini-

-~

2izacidn (CORDIPLAN) in Venezus.i. .znd thisir cous »rparts in otisr copab—

2s=—lave come to occupy in g6 resarens counciic (in sare sasae ova-
sadewing ;ong—establlshed-m¢nzst:r;~,}_ Mhe incressin: fi Das

iders in higher education -na .n ~7. rology tnalt progress o Tners

st 5>yends on an adequaie “lort nmion system and thelr s Jor
LrOVL iiav such a system has becorie moze lmporvent as the growin of
COTETTImAILLOL Pevenues permrtsa Lovger rooher of educations” i vEl.l -

noicly projects to be undertaker.. witrin Libravianship one smot s
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. - ' ne eatalkynic role of bhe oo 2d Lo oy Develoraent ’”og &l
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rganization of_Américan States, wha o .o gives priority in ite nechnl-
cal aszsistunce and, other eff0st. Lo L L O p*ﬂnitns fer libwrary .nd
_uocumcntaiion Sérvices and to t;z;n;;g LIreonmaicl (3 1 |
~serics of regional meetlngs w&*c4 focaged in grecter or_lw“gur'degree:
on p:orwdng and which brougnt =i stina librarians ard: AJCAJCLBJ‘l
Proviucd valuable owpo Vel e Uorociering infocemation amd iacas; ﬂh.le
. is not p0531ble to enULC Lt Concs il nere, the Jollol L SEAVEG 28
sduagoov: Semlnar on Planning SotoBi Liorad Sevicrs, Bogcta, 16 (A)

soogionid Semirar on Urdversit :JJrasy Develepment in Lecia fmo oo,

“

fondosa, 1902 (5); Round Tebl @ <@ Iuternational Cooperaticr ox Livrary

T

wad iofurmation Services in Lot Anosrica, Washington, 1yl (5} Tuct-

_1g o Txperts on National P*WMJE:ﬁ_C¢ Library Services ia :7:n America,
Guito, 196¢ (7); and Meeving of prb¢u- on the Develspment - f 3:hodl
L;brarxes in Central America, Anvigua, 198 (8).

;25 of these antecedents hive con.riouted si
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Jie wtacs for individual countries to negoeme active o maion l plunning

v . Tor liosrary and documentation servicss. 3Before considerin: tie elilsnts

of a national plan for library dcvelopnent, it might

Fursalves of its relaticuuini: to the L.rger planning plobure. Do must
~ommotly heldiv1ew iz that planning liviary services s ol
aucaazonal planning, which in @ rn is cae of the wajor sc.ioly ¢7 o er-
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,ffcne views ota; national ;Ld_:1n7 as the primary Tevel, 1730 thre lans—
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23 ren ooroond in itself, hut wair

suh o preavter speed and eflicluicy snd degs cost thon woood oo alie

tible without planning.  Bab ool us LDl Lerodtyg o uSs
cor b pian itself are the gouln; wiiy Lol X i el

~c¢ . yesults to be achievel. This 1s a koy point, espleroily
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22 ornz of the first s octeorings in 0 2lanning assigns
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Lror.. ir library science and
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wblicsia studies.  The lack oF s gpllactis e of .

Locic America (with the wwe caceptions o i

.~bl: uk,ro¢oglco at the Un;urtu-uf © riends Aldres a7 iy 1ooT

P 2

)f_xntioquia'in Moo ldn g arinties o

“or - School st the Univers:

e - »f chtaining publlcat:mn, ‘a3 the DLanner.  LLpu

!
|




[

. Liwy come Lo reaiilze bhau Lhore 13, ¢

. . : C e X
information available (bthis hel® soue zor

' N . L
; extrencly hign percentarze hus sppoared ii

- for conferences (which may or may not zupear in finid pr:ceqd&n 5, 1F
( Y
b

‘there are published proceedingz i, renviis of expert mgsslund, ékla"rt

d(.- '.I..A'

5

issted in processed form by s o et ctecs ard frd

otner documentis prepuared for alrnel ust, ang cori
Tibrarics and ovher organizaticn;, Lot

~ ~
!

sil ot th;s\l'I rmation ds ach, LnEm Thor

af yeical dispersion often manrs Lilt U LLaUners maos:
( n dtoell not easy, because the rer.. richine is not
Toiin America us in the Uniond 3tn.o:).  Despito :hc

I The varicu. s.opednt

oi documentation aVailable; COvE
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