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I. Overview. The purpoae of the project ia to determine
the feaaibllity and uaefulneaa of a formal progra» of
interlibrary loan aervice between academic librariea in
México and the United Statea. Such aervice currently

exista, but on a limited baaie due to difficultiea with the
Nexican malí ayate» and a lack of knowledge of llbrary
holdinga in the two countriea. ,

II. Advantagea. A program of interlibrary loan between
academic librarles in the United Statea and México would

1) facilítate the exchange of acholarly
Information between the United Statea and México;

2) promote and enhance acholarly reaearch on both
aldea of the border;

3) lmprove tlea between the library and reaearch
communitiea in both countriea.

III. Pllot program. In order to evalúate the feaaibllity
of long-term, formal interlibrary loan aervice between the
two countriea, a one-year pllot program of fixed duratlon ia
recommended. The auggeated teat perlod ia calendar 1989.

IV. Objectivea. In addition to determining the
practicality of U.S.-México interlibrary loan aervice, the
pilot program would have the following objectives:

1) to evalúate the effectivenesa of the program in

terma of coat-benefit, turnaround time, and
abllity to aupply needed library meteríais;

2) to determine the uaefulneaa of the program to

acholara;

3) to identify the typea of library materiala moat
likely to be requeeted;

4) to determine the level of interlibrary loan

traffic between the two countriea;

5) to identify operational problema;

6) to refine procedurea for handling requeata;

7) to determine the annual coata of the program.
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V. Loana <booka and microforma). During the teat period,

loana would be between inatitutlona, not individúala. The

loan period would be no lesa than four weeka. Booka and
microforma aent to México would have to be uaed in the

Benjamín Franklin Library <USIS). Booka and microforma aent
to the U.S. would have to be uaed in the requeating s
lnatltution'a library.

VI. Photocopiea. Photocopiea requeated by Mexican
librariea would be aent to the Benjamín Franklin Library
(Biblioteca Benjamín Franklin or BBF) where they would be
plcked up by the borrower or a courier froa the requeating

inatitutlon. Photocopiea requeated by U.S. borrowera would
be mailed by the BBF directly to the requeating librariea.

VII. Subject aatter. During the pilot project, materiala
loaned and borrowed would be reatricted to thoae diaciplines

in the social sciences <including business) and humanitiea.
Requeata would not be accepted for acience, technology, or
medical materiala.

VIII. Referral center librarles. The Library at the
Unlveralty of Texaa at El Paao <UTEP) would aerve aa the
referral center for requeata coming to the U.S. from México.
The ILL department of the UTEP Library would identify
poaaible locationa among particlpating librariea and forward
the reqúeat. The lending library would aend each fllled
requeat directly to the Benjamín Franklin Library in México
City.

The Benjamín Franklin Library would aerve aa a referral
center for all requeata coming to México from the U.S. The
BBF would identify the holding library and forward the
requeat. The material would be aent or dellvered to the BBF
whlch would forward lt to the U.S.

IX. Transportation of mataríais and requeata. All
materiala and photocopiea would be tranaported within México
ualng the U.S. Embaaay Courier whlch regularly delivera malí
between Laredo, Texaa, USA, and México City. Requeata to
México would be mellad (ualng the USIS poat office box in
Laredo, TX) or faxed directly to the BBF. Requeata to the
United Statea would be forwarded to the Library at the
Unlveralty of Texaa at El Paao by the BBF ualng malí or
telefacaimile.

X. Requeat forms. All librariea would uae the atandard ALA
interlibrary loan requeat form.
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XI. Rulea and guldelinea. The operatlon of thia project
would be governed overall by the provialona of the "National
Interlibrary Loan Coda" publlahed by ALA in 1980. The Code
providea 1) a deflnltlon of interlibrary loan; 2) the
purpoae of interlibrary loan; 3) acope <what typea of
materiala aay be lent>; 4) responslbllltles of borrowlng s
librariea; 5) reaponaibilitiea of lending librarles; 6)
expensea; 7) duratlon of loana; and 8) violatlon of the
code.

XII. Fees. The BBF would charge Mexican librariea a amall
adalnlatratlve fee for proceaalng requeata. The detalla of

thia would be worked out prior to implementation. A ayatem
of coupona would be developed to pay for photocopylng. Thia
would facilítate bookkeeping and mlnlmize problema with the

exchange of foreign currency.

XIII. Particlpating librariea: México. Aa of thia date,
the following librariea in México City have expreaeed
lntereat in particlpating in the pllot project: the
Central Library of Unlveraidad Nacional Autónoma de México
<UNAM); El Colegio de México; Biblioteca Nacional;
Hemeroteca Nacional; the México City campua of Inatituto
Tecnológico y de Eatudioa Superiores de Monterrey (ITESM);
and Inatituto Tecnológico Autónoma de México (ITAM).

XIV. Particlpating librarles: United States. Interested
academic librariea who are aembera of the AMIGOS

Bibliographlc Council would be the U.S. participante.

XV. The futura. If the pllot project ia aucceaaful, then
the program would be expended to include eddltlonal
librarles in both countrles.
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