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LIBRUNAM

M. CAMPOS

WHAT 15 LIBRUNAMN?

It is a complete system for the handling, processing and retrieval of

bibliographic information 'mainly books |, developed by the Direccion
General de Bibliotecas of the Universidad Nacional Auténoma de
México.

The very fact that LIBRUNAM is a complex svstem, owing to the

many programs that comprise it, makes it a versatile, flexible. com-
patible and easy-10-use svstem. Its programming and implementation is
organized izto modular units.

Each unit includes:

Study and evaluation of the current svstem.

Design of the automation system.

Definition and design of software.

Definition of necessary routines lor its implementation.

Appraisal of technical and human resources.

Cost-benefit evaluaton.

Selection and acquisition of the proper equipment [or its operation.
Personnel training.

The basic LIBRUNAM units are:

} Acquisition of monographs.

)} Bibliographic data bank.

) Cataloging and classification of monographs.
) Retrospective conversion.

) Quality control.

) Informadon retrieval.

) Theses.

LIBRUNAM has been designed to aid the libraries and to serve their
LISETS.

* Nationa! University of Mexico.

%5 1982 Academic Press Inc. {London® Limited
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. AiD TO LIBRARIES

(a) Acquisition of books

Since the UNAM receives 120000 1o 150000 books per year, an
automated system is necessary for the handling of the following:
payment to suppliers, preparation of library accounts reports, handling
ol money orders, requests for checks and bank drafts, applications for
payment for the UNAM bursar’s office, invoices received, verification of

checks, orders control, foreign currency exchanges and catalog supply

business (record forms, labels).

(b) Processing of books

A considerable part of the processing ol books (such as the search for on
line information [or the precataloging and classification of the bib-
liographic material), is carried out with the aid of LIBRUNAM.

For this work the MARC tapes reccived periodically from the US
library of Congress are processed and used, in addition to the UNAM
Data Bank composed of the titles rccorded in the official or master
catalog.

Material is simultaneously cataloged, classificd and codified accord-
ing to the MARC I format for monographs. Immecdiately alterward the
data is retrieved, revised, corrected and cards are elaborated.

Finally, to complete this processing, and before the books and cards
are delivered to the corresponding departmental library, records and
statistical controls are elaborated in i:ccordance with the library, the
number ol copies, the type of catuloging language, the type of
publication and its subject.

(¢} Theses

A program {or the creation of a duta bank containing information
concerning the theses written at the © N AM has been designed. For the
masters and doctoral theses an abstract risumé of the work is included.
Thus the information output used for i1:e theses are the same and have

the same possibilities as those used for tiw: monographs.

(d) Co-ordination, administrative conirol and statistics

The bibliographic material is coordinated and controlled from the time
it is received by the Acquisitions Department until it is distributed to the
departmental libraries. Statistics can also be obtained through the use of
the systern itsell.

[
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A1D TO USERS
fa) Dala bark
The LIBRUNAM data bank is composed of:

1. The titles recorded in the official or master catalog of the Direccion
General de Bibliotecas up to December 1977. (Retrospective.)

2. The daily production of the Technical Processes Department since
January 1978.

3. The MARC tapes issued by the Library of Congress of the USA.

4. The catalog classifications according to subject, author, publisher
and series headings.

(b) Information retrieval

The LIBRUNAM data bank aids in the selection, cataloging and
classification of bibliographic material, as well as in the search for
information for bibliographic or rescarch purposes. The information
retrieval can be done on line according to any of the elements composing
the catalog card or to any combination of them. The information may
also be retrieved in a free form by the selection of a word given in the text
of the card, or even by means ol a phonetic retrieval. The phonelic
retrieval makes it possible to obtain information even though it may
contain mistakes, be they orthographic ones made when typing, or those
resulting from the possible transliteration of words implicit in the use of
other alphabets, or those due to an uncertainty in regard to the spelling
of either the author’s name or the title.

(¢) Elaboration of bibliographies

Bibliographies are made primarily by author, title and subject. The user
can select the printed format he desires, short, long or in its original
form,

(d) Catalogs

There exist a great many possibilities for the use of LIBRUNAM in the
diflusion of information. Bulletins listing new acquisitions could be
issued by the UNAM or by the specific libraries, according to general
lists and the master catalog of LIBRUNAM.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, LIBRUNAM aids in the acquisition and the automatic
data processing of bibliographic material. It is compatible with the
majority of the automated data banks in the world. It is a simple, sure
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f'md_rcliab]c system for whatever type of user. It assists the library patron
in his research activities and in the claboration (,)f[)i])!ic)gl'&phit'sj It helps
improve the facilities available to library users by increasing the quality
Ei}l;'id variety of services while reducing the time rcquircci to perform
them.

Int. Libr. Rer. (1982) 14, 147-167
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