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ABSTRACT

Mevico™s | [ Wit indutsig oy 1w dis 10 3 from the point
ovieu of pr e Lo he country rar.  ws th . szcend
e st opubli . - fp.nin Cooks after Spain. The numb .. of n
titd S5, .0 0 L pos ooy rxe L fraom £,000 to 5,000, with o too
of o -~ Lo g illign o (th - be ic atistics -4 a
G S-S NS TN A 3 nofao 17 o om: of iLhi- i itry are incle I in
the p . [ S R o ol O in working &= both a labor ' iry of
ESREN B id B 1d o cadvional outlet for publishers iz alto

1y ' Fic "1 biri=f anal, ‘= made of the potentiszl

at T b owhi ohoe between the Zpanish speaking Caribbean

crx tries and Mexic .



Lauw 2

1. FUBLISHING IS AN OLD »: w01 ON IN MEXICO

FPublishing 1s an old _. .diti n in Mexico. The first printing
¢ ooopn the . rican Conee v Was - ablished in Mexico City i
1535, more  than four huy v and fifty vyears ago. Tod- -
fiziicp's  book publ-® ng indu=stry is the second largest 1in thz
F =~ ish ¢ king  w-ld, with more than 00 publishers. They
record the  kmowice . prod <.on of about 110,000 regist., od
authore=,. giv . oy t )y 'yol” people (see Table 11}.
Table 1
7_-;UE_I“1]WG INDUE TRYS NSIN STATIGT.CS Eil]
nth rs (re iste _J4) 165000 N
Fubli aers 00
RO . of - C,&%4
in ! i, the nat’ «izl publislh ng indi - ..y producsd nsarly L 7 O
ri+tles which inc* 0 PR 1 T o T o T S L O reprints. The
=] ne of i overo 45 million, plus 18 millian
! =T S proc u. - - ¢ 77 ols (see laole 2).
b oile 2
. AEET* I R U ' . ... L TTION, IQBS—EELJ
| I I b N | _i oL titles __——__:u 000G 000 copie;T
- inmt o0 " y DOG O "
T 17 bol w0 " 11 500 QOO "
a8 . 1 et - ‘ 25 000 07 "
. 1wy che LT ‘ 189 000 vwoo "
To. . o thle toe 100 Q00 | N S
i o NI e o1 Lot printing af elousitory
i ! b i c rFicnocat 1 gcily by the gov.oooment with  oan
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output of 93 0 lien  texiu 45 . These monographs have
E . t ribut v e ' to every schoolchild regarcdless
cf th~ir inpcome ~snco 1.7 Including book stalistics of priv e
and ol “ publishsr:< . flexico prints an average of 160
milliaon broh= , (. Takh . 2).
2. BRI EAS FETED BY 100 USTRY
The r _u=n discw in relation to boeok production may con
the ic- (whlishing is flourishing in Mexico; e it
tar n e oprec ‘;mﬁ. i of tha most important wiie - =t e:
2.1. Imports are - -~ :er than exports. Mexico imported books
weoar th 1,0 millicon in 1933 against 1,641 million puezos  in
S Hiow e, of bo have in . _azced 1n the 1 _.
y asiilooy thio tr t lan 1. . mual 11, Im v g
GO thir s o | e face th scieniific books
irgimy e 3 - ritie dev Lo ont of the country is
ther s ce i (Lo uctivity is poor. Most of tis
(AT Frats a7 1 in the country eue translations, which
area a bt up top L od ke 1 L mince studaents T om
roe & far, i Larg onn H T L groduate leve!, bouits In
Foagli -4 v COmnun ar sfiave to be imported because of their
up- - X 1431, I limitation 1 language education
ore an lage rtant o for books from overseas, aftfecting
the n e Toobhiinn tr . 0 balar. .
N L demand. cveed TR o B b 11y «wfiece 1 by poor o de
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habits. Most prople read, but not books. An ald study of the
cir.ulation of g love story comics found that five million
magazines v sold in a week in 1977 [101 . However, a
hot " ler estim ° " in 173U, that only 2% of the population,
i.e,. L, 700,000 peopl=, buy books [&6,1%¢,131. Fublishers
booksellers havo - . g to cr te a demand for their products,
despite the fact that th - is a large potential market for £ . s
in the countery - million Mexizans e studying f1
kindergarden to pc ' _ aduate cour GES.

RN Poor resea. oriented education. Ferhaps Mexicop’s book
mac b i as bouw- it as it could be because the - vatione.
system is beswd on textbiooks and . dom Qives importance to the
[ Ting of "Ttionci o omal oo i [ ch oriented educatian &z
absent in s oolsy;  Ccoo wntl y a desnand for books and jouirnals
iz lackinn. - . thewih govery: =t gives low priority
T rch o 1unt od - ion, the main bookstore chain in  the
couniry  rel’ s * now on the student market than  before. In
17y 7 7 of the Lusin of the. hookstores was in diswy i1buting
tevts and . . bEidie v ouk a2nu 75% of their sales was in
¢ Ylinmg o o cintere b Tian years laior, sales of texts
ad Lo Latifie mesno it 1 in ) "dramatically to 657,
v oil- L -inte 3t bowbs transactions drop, :d to 354 0121,

2.4. Uconomic crisis effect. Even though Mexico’s popul. .on is

Yiomillion and ke 70 147 s it haews is a small book mark

E o bopoapte findg it dyetficult to acquire books  [4,33.

cand o« = nob oL e L osuan e oar c wf b economic crisis
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raich the  alation has f I for wo. . than eight years. It is
to il b 1: king ¢ ~n a dictionary and an

sneycle  dia

A ' of book pr . 1 i ot 0 low acqgre ition powssn

of the pop U "lon, there is & need for an organised and permanent

book promsotion ot r RPN B 1. M me v should be used to
promots v adin, . ts. v ~lco ontersd - electronic age of
¢ = meediw without LT created reading habits, unlike
d: Lopaed Louatitn r o of the rnuly lileiate people = .0 ted
thh r rooding lives with a television H whicih off v, LLhic

any SR a gl veos fAnd esasioe communicati oo,
Thers . . 2. n "3 o1 d -1 Erir v tg  piowmol:s. reading and

DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS

FMovvetion of 0 0 iz .3 .t d. Mexico City iras about 700
bk oo foy w0 milliooa le, and the rest ot the country hs:
T O D nut-ts O 0 Eahle Ty, Uleriously, tl. = bookstores o not
-1 to ot th mosb ot oin the whnl_o taei.itory. Distribu* .1

of booke i= noi even —ificicat in these storas because tr 0 tend
mall, laclking me.l o vices of works nNnue in =scuck. They

A ! roTaly ot tl T and just those which register a high

) 1.
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TABLE 3=

R VRO A W 3

R T G 700‘75ppr;;;
st o 77 cownt. . 1%C0 "

Mail of  bo e, on .. et hond, svpengilve. Fostal end
cotrier  soiyl o hav : roct 4 thiedir pricaes in the l&g b #inx
years. I+ a book is cF it becames oirchibitive: to =~*1 1
Thi-s a ' muy limi® _ion to the distribuis o of bouks,
¢ wial 0 1in oa ¢ like Mexico [717.
4, LITRARIES FOSTER BOGK IDUCTION
Litvor i S L [t of the communication pruo .23 wh z
lirow? - is ¢ - 1, records-d and iitnated. Hisiever, the
con ibutions of 177 . . this importont  procsss var .
acte~raing tio 1 ( ! ni  of countries and libraries
therm
Liky -~ - =ttt Lroord in the knpowledge pro iss, % they are
part  of autlk S edy Y Tha2ir reie 1in education

S I TR 5 S N hivol  curriculum, brosdening

iom o gin o Looino e ' i I fore, their conlsibution

S T T ST o educatzd. |+t -, they continue
th- s ! ' SrTiewdt o T ian when vo. woh 1s coundacted by
wiri ber =,
[ W also en 1Ll latio, Jroicie o T -+« @ thinkig
Al For autlhi S o volier ey Fr aor theic ' -
T ’ A B a A Peie ! n g important time i
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The contribution o/ librarics o the knowledge process vairies
e oLt » the d Loapr v of countries ¢ad the development of
librar - th v . Mese L libr- - i are naot all gualified to

play v»ll such a reole because of the incipient organisation that

many of thom bhawes Huttzver, within their limitations, librar..

toster bl prodac’ T

I, LIREARIES® ROLE DIS IVTING RECCORDED MNOWLEDEE

Lihiaiti 3+ have he 4 vicize ' of competing with publishers and
bou sellers. It is th nt that libraries reduce books 221 ,
be ; Yty of Golie T 2f charge. However, libvaries work
: outlets of pueblishe  and tooksellers since their material .:

pri ted A ng potential i, -+ = wvhose book buying int -est may,

in  many LN «t her . Mroticon 1ib tes,  foar instoa
it be TR w0 ) s are - ocoand 5,000 librariez. among
uni- Shy ATRO) , oohieol (BB Y, special (0 ), and public (L,047)
librar: (e 007 ay. Lren though the riciican library cysti.w
varios in 1, ity v cer o0 to o0 L0y they e preseant in o many
towns .« thera ore o kol oo 3, 'ing the only places where
e R S S § : The v "ic library -~ ' m, unhe of the
in l.atin 7 i~ b at 1 t one library in every municipel "/
well in st plac .oore is a .—ondary school [3,791].
1.ble 4
I riuh:; C- p;;\;tIL:j_AUE__ELJ [
'atr 17 1 _
L 1. 2047
[ S0
~1 I
s Col 10
Tkl 50@5_7— |
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Libra~is= -~ on th: obthri b nd, book buyers of Mexicen authors.
N thoughy, it has to be -- « nNot all librar: - have a bu’', | to
acguire publication This a situation which has worzcnedg in
the 1: t ¢ wde het 1 i ,unuiitic crisis of  the country.
v owver,  public 1 . woooan excsontion, They +lourished
auring b t a2t wt o the ¢ 7 1s. They sprung up 1in  many
- QUL ime it colizctions. idine million books woro
Froaght in fiwve i for public libraries by the Lunersl
Divrecte -~ e of Mulic Libi -ies (See Table 5). This is an
impre=cive  amonnt of volum o which  were  predominantely in
i rh. The public 11 ;.program continues with the same
e siter  twel e » 0of 1ts initiation, giving a strong

, wt to the publishing industry during wvne: period of economic

¥ tian.

[ le S

BOLIFG < 77 E '+l IC LI Rfw..E" [8,2.
- 173232,000
CO7.417
. ) 37 a0
180, 001 buw
M3 L P15, 300 : J

6. FOTENT .. MEXICC-CA ~77 * BOOK TI..DE

t.ooicm aord thes ( it counyi"it ., whose languaye is Spanish,
beowira  piokr abial book f 1e» to carry on anwuag  them. Precent
c: ial & b ilinks 1o vl aced, since Mexico is bLie
! . T ¥ Mo..ion) vl the © Aish zpeciing world; and

W
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Cuba (10 million), Ths Domicican Republis (6 million) and Fuerto
Ricoe (3 million) are al:o the nci populated nations in the
Caribbean. The=zwe four countries have literacy levels which are
highoe than BOx, .+capt the ¥ 4 wnlcan Rrﬁublic, vhose liter., vy

“te is 6774 [1,721 In « - v 1ds, &t - have a population which

‘1d be an iL=mportant market for their publishing industries.

T bhpok production of the ni. . s .:ing Caribbean countries
il A aming the hio o= 1 the razgion. Cuba centainly
accountys  for a high outpeel 16 reelation to ils  populationg her
i et oy et MR RSSO o - D PR The Douminican - ublic

printed 1,577 titloee and Fesic.. 5,482 titles during the same year
L11, fu. o Rice hzs also r, . publiehing producuion, although
no PRV N Vo2 cewd Lob bz, Mesico and  her Caribbocan

netghboui's could ten Fit 4rom L. ¢ uec aphic wvicinity., which

" Toows et of boeooo chh o thzn 0w any impoitant

publishing «cun®* - . such as Spain and Argentina. LU MU Cetl on

minong them is faivly o : . sy Fli 7073 hotweesen Mexico and

o and Broorko Riro. atih oo link . - with L Demin.. =
R O B

7. CONCLUSIONS

7o Morpite the £-0i that th 7 ican  publishing industry.

{a e . of L a0 .nenel 0o v | by the educatinnel
L P T 1 ., 1t is one of the stron s«

! AR . Theiooone o ey o weell o jocvernmient bod such

I N T S B L ievi. ¢ ould . yoourage reading and
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promotn national buo . v -manent campaign of this kind can
help Mexi te gain © ater difussion of national ideas, becauce
Mexican writers . : the viice the country.

7.2. Librarino . & ¢ pontibility in boolk distribufion. They
should give prirc-ity to t ~ acguisition of national books. Some
lib- iev= tend to buy foreign publications with blanket orders,
but natimnal books aroc 1. jloc. 1 hecauvze they are more difficult
to lnnate. Lihiaorio should include national work= 1n their
coll Hipoes o o whow - pt il b _cuse they have a  duty in
pre cirwving N 'puh}iu' lons. In this way, libraries can
st ~“ht- Lo al pithilishing and contribute to the promotion of

national autht

7.0 T s R ing 0. .bbean —oun .~ and Mewrico have a
potoant: P boot waer ' o to o P ' uk trade is already carried
out 0+ . lrast, Cuba, Fuwnrio Rico and Mexico. However, a

‘dinataod vog i book production and distribution should b
worlbod o At the i At moment, it is easizr to buy Amciican

. opean ks than ! i AmMErican  Oh o . A coo arive
prot-am of this b3 L o v v b advantage of tihe potential market

which r- Ats tihie Deanish mpraliing world.
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