"PROBI™ ;' PROG & Ul T ARARINANSHIP IN LATIN
AMITTTUA W D . ! HASTIS 0 ¢ XICO"

This preseriacion intends to givas a ~-~ ral parorama of library

3,

and information act ~ti - 'n Latin American countries, with -
gspecial enihasis to Me ° ». Although the presentation is bascl
palr y on the ¢ i I 7 s the Secretary of the Lztin

American Commissiorn of FIN, other j grams and activities going

on at prese . in wvarious ¢ uantri 5, o > this sphera are zlso
After giving -~ . 1w 1 par~» L3, specii emghasis is made to:
1) w«dgucation, 2) L+ - rapnhic too 0 ¢ ' publications, and -

3) national and regional "1 ¢, I-



PROGRESS anND . 77 T OF LIFRAR)ANSHIP -
IN TATIN .. tRICA WITH PUASI5 ON MEX1LCO

Almost a year avo, the ericin Library Association addressed T2
an invitation to give a lecture in some of the accredited American
library schools as the "Carl H. Milam" lecturer. I was asked to
talk about "Progress and problems of librarianship in Latin & -

ca with emphasis on Mexico".

Today, it is an honor for me to be here with you. Although not -
completely limited to that, my talk will be based mainly on °~ 7> .t
ticn gata .4 duriac the four years that I was acting as secrec:

for the 1. :rnational !=deration for Documentation - Latin & wric

Commission, (Fip,C ',

Of course, in try .3 to cover oth . .ivities outside of the -
scope wf this Latin American ¢ aniz: .on, the problem o b _. --
conprehensive arisas nnila .v. It was not easy for me to muke

the decision on what to leave out of our scopo today, since it - -
would be gquite difficult to try to cover the whole spectrum of -

what is being done in the _Jj1 we have available. S5So you will .. t
hear from me . .. . hat is the , but I do hope to be able to t~ ~ -
mit to you the main activities that ure being carried on in the --

field of librarianship in Latin A ica.

Being the Secretary of FIC ., I hac the possibility of learr
a lot, mostly thr 1 personal contacts with the 11 representati--
ves ! the count-ing  “7i71- ed to the International Te ~ation s

Documentation and also with many other colleagues. Should,



the audience be . ions who, for

activities have ¢ T onal

-

-

with, I will be

convinced that i1t is always through

1tinl for their cor .

;sonal contacts or Tor Te A

~ts or questions. I

the continucus exchange of

ot

informuacion on what I will be dealirng -

even in an informel v ,, £ .z the learnig process is atti’ . 1 and -
becomes r yoneari oo 1 »+'e make 1his nccassion a . ry carir
one for all of us.

I decided to pint point som e most important facts worth - -
mentioning in a session like this o , ."nich show the de. 1oy . ._
QL 0Our into catie w5 Iy Tahtia g ~Toa,

I alrcady mentiorcd the 1'T 77 ¢ .cacts as an importanit source Iox
me to talk about ' s topic; in addizion I must al=o mention at the
very outset that manry «ther imwort. .- thi' s ara goling on outsids

the sphere of this association.

In recent years the action c¢i international organizations and -

associations such as

n 1 Dev. -

(Inte.
Fed
in various ways

suppoert, along wiih i

way to initiate important long

UNESCO, FAO, OAS,
nt Researd’
.ation of Library Asso ‘..ilons)

il our cGu trias.,

InkC

and more recently,

(. ter) or ¥ A, (Tnt -r

Urndoubtedly, their economic

activities.

are making themselwves present

techn .¢al acvise has been definitely a --



GENERAL PROGRAM

The stage of develuoment of information and library services in Latin
America, varies con ibly = om cov. 1 to country. Some of t. | -

are well advancoo; they have a args ., umber ¢! professior librarians

and some important saervices h: v al+w<. vy beoen implen ted 1 hichex

education, res: - :ch o1r tecl:o. ““cal i1nstitutions: even in some ¢
automated services have already pean initiated. There are othesr - -
countries where the dew - L 1s skl very incipient, and aln t -
nothing has beun d¢ - to strer ¢ the infrastucture of liprary ser-
vices. ‘his means that the nw’ of wrofessionals is low, and t -
basic library services have not v. be . devel .

For this reason it is almozt imposs le to make gerneral stateme- -~ -

about these -rvices.

Libraries in Latin . rica hav  exist = over coenturiss. The nati. ..
Libraries of eru, . :»ico or Arger tina = among the oldest in the -
Continent. Sc of the ~ '~c ms of these libraries are univn ~. -

They have importent historical wate. ! about the origin of these --

countries and their social, politicel and relicious life are as w

represented in their collactions. But the organization and mar- :
of these librari. s . in v r instances suffered a great desl. - -
hanges have occured & nf , for lonag :=riods, budgets have -
limited, and +** re :v: fer ¢xc ~ 2« ¢ . 1ik e 2y .ave been . w7 -
the direction of ¢ > wiv oub ke 'ledge or interest in libraries.
The lack of good manags it 1is the reason for not having in rmost - -
cases statistical ¢ ¢ o "o thiBe services: they have been irvoqulary

gathered ar 1 sometimes even ~ st.



Another 1 »or_inft aspect to ke menticnec aere, is the fact that . ~

most countries thuve i & -~k f a library systems.

There are indeed public, school, university or special libraries, but
only in a few instances a coordinatio. ¢ = these services 1is peé. T

by a national organizat:

When tafiling «wout Iibra: 3 i wroblems in library or informatic:r -
services in our 1tries we ot, In most cases, identify o1. sole
problem. That is to say, ti e is usually a chain of them which e
us very ofcen o' k t bt ws are Int a vicious circle: cur servic o t
suffered from a lack oecH .c st rt; this is indeed, a resa: -

for having limited co™" ctions, ana porsonnel without a good basic
professional preparation. In manry countries there is no recogr.i "
granted by the autho: -ies a «iv> dipnstitution or In a more yene:

way, of a country, tn se sesvices, and as a conseguence, very - -

seldom one would find well trained users in library and infourmatinn -

services.
Such pic_. re might ¢ ..3 t. you unre .stic or exaggerated since
picture of librarians. . i th: [U5A 1s very far om the ¢ne I have -

just describe, despitr the couitinuous problems you undoubtedly ave -

faced with over here.

But if it is .Tue that m « . canntt bho 1o ern, - purposs .35 to -
convey to you the ine e of - » In o very positive wav, -
do have problcms, but e are most -~thusias: 1 :ally working. We do -

have a great Jje ana we are convinced that it is through « -
tion and interest to and or our work, that we will solve them. - -

There Tready some Impor! it 1Tts to talk about.



Being aware that many topics could be presented here, I decided to -
concentrate on 3 aspects:
1. Education, 2. bibliocgraphic tools and pu* <ications and 3. natio--

and regional cooperation.



EDUCATION
I decided to start by ment ing in s, o detail  the educat ' ro-
blem. Through my experiencs 1n the —wvion: Council for Sciencs

Technology (CONACY1) as the head of the Professional Developmenit -~ -
Department for more than 3 ' .ars, «and closely linked to this activity
since I joined " 13 s ¢ tion & r<s ago, I am convinced t <

is a direct relatic hiyp k.. ‘en services «lfered by libraries, . -
eConomic resources @ .Goated > e ind t personnel. 1t is one —~
them that one could #ind the potential to change the picture and t

image of what these services have boon in our countries.

If it is true that for 1.y b 3 likr - ~s have been a reserv .r -
of interesting - . valuab - material, it is also true that the ime

the general public has, is mos'® associaled with places where old -
material is kept and whe . ! ! ;jerson -« ponsible for it does r . =

have or does r - need . spowuitic reparation. It is undoubte 1w

that although this -+ ¢ i35 sowzhow ex: ~~~w.ed, libraries have rot -

had a direct inilucrce in t s¢ " -economic development of a ¢

they have not shown the 1 "en’  ° to infZluence and to assist ec Lo
nal or research actix Ciles. e v that 1ik-2>r :s must play and tho
image they shonuld con ¢ . ¥ df larcely on the human beings tha.
them.

Library education in 7 'L -ica has boeen « 77 red since A 3
ago. ! started by short training courscs in the second decade of -
this centruy ond : time passed 2y, ¢ cation ¢ the prcisssic ~
and post graduate le = s have . scabl .. ~d, accerding to tie -

needs of different countries.



Some of them are not yet in a position to hire professionals in ~ s
field. Whereas there are ccuntries where t’ stage of development -
of libraries is ¢ 11 Co. w2 und the w1 ocact is already fzlt in -
respective envirto. , ¢ hax; qgentina, ' 2il or Chile, t* re ere

others which are still boe  =d.

I will mention some of the recent activities that have taken place -

in this special area at a re4gic u Tosre

Probably the first thing worth ment:io I here is the existence of fhtwo
Inter American School of L s 11p to which the QOrganization <z -

-ns

American States, | ;| .. °7 iag support. slthough for Yy

-

is far from 1. 1g conside -3 "the .i~hrary school for Latin Ameri an -
count 5,0 in iition to fcs ro v oar programs, 1t has siste  <F
ly offered, T 1y years sh - courses ¢ about 4 to 6 wmonths o
various topics, such as school and university libraries, automation -
and administration. In . gusi 1972 a l.atin ..1erican Semi .r on . -
tion for In. m Scientists o~ . ice in Mewico City. In - -
1874 the .« waes o Consuliting + timo for the preparation of l-bra “-- -
sponsored by the Orgarization «f | marican States in Medel!lin, Co --
bia. The objective of this meeti |, wvas to an 1v . the prob! >f T -
brary educaticr in Latin Americs and < @ esont possible ways of -
ving it. The solutions r~ ed we « the implementation of a mas
program, a rese irch pro- © through wh”c¢' one could analyze the | »-—-

blems of Latin American ib -eries and rmation services. The ne¢

for reinforcing library nublications was ~so conside :d in this -
meeting. Last yeasr, i Lo aor 176, a . SCO/FID Semi .ir, =< €0
by CONACYT and the katinnal 10 F=re 13- ¢ ¥ .0 dealt with sever -
probl s ¢« librery ¢ . 1 -1 cien specinlisies, as well s users. -

In November 1976 a Latinr . ‘can 8 ¢ ¢ Libra -y sciwol Dired



took place 1n Bogota, Colombia. This seminar was sponsored by U SCO
and a leccal organizaticon, ICFES. At this seminar there were repre.

tatives from var ous countries who _.sented a renurt shout the s 2
of development of library educaticn in their respective placcs »f  ri
gin as well as plan:z that were going on or would be implemented in --

the near future.

After mentioning these activities one could definitely indicate that -
most countries realize the impcrtance of setting up formal prog~ -~ --
according to their needs. It might ke the case that for some of thenm
basic training could be enough for the starting medium term. If this
were the case one could venture that if no professional education is -
needed, the development of lilrary services woulw always remain at a -
medium stage. I am convinced that the quaiity of services depends - -
heavily on the persons offering them, and it is difficult to expect - -
high gquality library services with persons who have solely received a -

technical preparation.

Another problem that somehow is al. ~ting the quality and guantity -~ -
of persons entszring the pr¢ :s:”° 1 in our countries is the image ¢f -
the librarian. How to recruit candidates into a field that for such a
leng time has of ™ red a ver poni- . | weak image? How to convi ce - -
them that there is a whole s... rum of activities that is waiting for
them to be changed? How to make them under -and that we are in a - --
vicious “rcle wh:- , 7 "t is to be broken, demands aggressive - - -
action? How, just to pose cone more gqguestion, we can convince them --
that this field is ¢ . of the most inleresting, that great chailenges
are ahead and that they ' 1]l be assuming the responsability of - - -
becoming the leaders oI the ind..ation work in their respective Latin

American countries?



Just to indicate one more point in this area, I will mention the exis
tence of the Latin lmerican Association of Library and Information - -

Science Schools (ALEBCIY. This association was founded in 1970.

Although its actioms ha .ot been very strong so far and it has not - -

reached all countries, 1t has . "wly proved to be a good way to gather

library school directors and professors.

Since November 1876 the presidency « L technical secretary of ALLBCI

is in Colombia.

The Internationa! tred:ra .on for Docu - ntation has formed many com--
mittees, which respo ' to theilr main programs, one of them bej the
ET Committee, which stands : - Tducation and Training. Being th.
activities of outmost importar , as already stated, 1t was conside
important that FID/CLA should form a committee, which would give - - -
attention to these matters. 2 committer, as such, was not created - -
within FID/CLA taking into considerzition that AL 3CI was already in -
existence and that it could perfectly . ‘form the role of 1 ~ 3 the -

forum for Latin America libk y educational ¢ -+ leus.

If we have posed some guest® -3 on how to recurit good professic 1ls -
and how to convince them of the challenaing activities ahead of them,

we also have to cor =i =r tho .25t alter.. .zivies to prepare them.

Region:d cooperation, either through regicnal organizations or asso--

ciations, or through othzr 1 -~1s will hopefuly lead us to the j 6w -

tion ¢f standard curricula at a . as well as at a profession
level. At his moment there is a wiae variety of programs. It is
important to vely ¢ reaior . cooperation for pr. ar tion of i«

In this case one could menti n a asters program for library profes: -

that will be implor- ced in 1 21l and for which QAS schoclarships - -
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Other programs that can be dealt with at the regional level are ex--
change of professors; continuing education programs, methodologicual --

evaluation of schools; joia: research projects.

I would like now to reler to what has been done in Mexico in this - -
field. There are 3 schools in the country which offer regular pro--
grams. Two of them are located in Mewico City: the National School -
of Libr -ians and Archivists, which depends from the Ministry of ! -
tion, and the Cecll gye of Librar:ans at the Hational University. In --
the federal states the ¢ 'y school ¢ . .7 - this type of program is —-
the Autonomus University of Guadalajara in that city. In additicon o
these regular programs there are ot’ activities that have been - - -
undertaken in order to increase the number of proiessionals and para-
professionals we do need for our library services. A specilal efi %
has had to be made since no education at any level has sistematic

been offered in the country.

Worth mentioni- - - the Intensive Technical Cours which was initiate
in September 1973 at the National Schcol - Librarians with CoN ™ ' -
support. The main objective ¢ this course is to train persons re--
search in the = v basic activities carried out in their libraries,

such as technical proc s¢  and pubiic servicoes.

The total length «f the cor se o ~unis to 700 hours, plus around 170U
of English latr ~uage . So * =~ 230 -ea2rsons have complated at le-sc ¢ =

part of the pro - or the first semester.

On the other hand (ON "V} nas T 2. supporting tt= develr ent -
of a master’'s pro¢ .1 that wi 1 bhe iait. _.d at the University . --
Guanajuato. The curric um w> w ~ked 'L with the partic*~ tion --

of the staff f ~m the C ¢ .gatz Scheool o | rarianship at the T'n:i-



e



BIBLIOGRAPHIC TOOLS AND PUBLICATTC

In those countries atffiliated to PID/CLA there has been, for the last -
years, a constant interest in publishing various bibliographic works. -
In most of them there are now uninn lists of serials, in scme cases —--

those union lists are wovked out by disciplines; there are directories

of libraries and special in: “-“on centers, thesauri, bibliographies,
either natiocnal or by disci, 'ne or both.

Concerning union catalngs, Rrazil 1  instance, developed a program - -
that was used by Colomhia. Mexic: published a second edition of its --

union catalog in 19276 and is now on the process of compiling the ‘rst
supplement to this edition. Also, some countries Argentina, Brazil ar
Mexico, that I know of, have uslready appointed an organi ition to &ct

as the ISDS center.

Dealing with this type of publications, the 1s a committee 0of union
catalogs within FID/CLA, with the main objective of promoting these --
basic works in our countries. CONACYT in Mexico has for the mom - -

the presidency of the committee.

As far as bibliocraphies 1 concr~- . would 1like to e tion the - -
special ocnes that have recently been compiled by CONACYT. The 0=
se of them is to serve as a guide fur selection of bhibliocraphic nz-
terial in university libraric . £ 1L the fields are yet covered
and the updating is slow, bhut tbay h. proved to be an effective - -

guide for librarians an< professors, mostly in the institutions of --

higher education where nasic bibliocc "aphic tools are scarce.
This idea of bibliographies in v i.us 71 :1¢ as a service for ¢«  =-
tion was consic d hv th Oraanization of Am~rican States. It was -

contemplate . as the TTL,LIB ' ~ject 'L ;t. de Libros para Bibliot -1



[ )
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NATIONAL AND Rl ONAL INTEGRATTON

At the sutset of this talk I mentioned that there was a generalized --
lack of a national library and information system, althouth some i1 -

pilient e "orts to solve the w»rol .. _. being carried on.

There are countries such as Chile, or Arg=ntina for instance, where
veral actions are already under way in order to integrate informat” -

subsystems in different fields, under the coordination of a national -

(v

body. In Colombia, to mention another cxample, important eftforts |
been made, for instance in the sactor of university, special and ra 1 -

libraries.

-

In Mexico, the National Coun for Science and Technology (COHN. ) -

created by law in P~ ¢ er oif 1970, has among its various objectiv:s

the establishment of a "natior scientific information service." De-
rived from this objective manv actions have been undertaken in - der -
to strengthen the libv.ury services . ‘rastructure. Also it is impe -
to mention the works that hi ~ been domw: to set up an agricultural . 1

industrial information subsystems.

Allow me to give you scme details 31 t7is ¢ &, as an example of how -

activities like these are woriied out i our countries. 1In Mexico : - -
instance, 1in case of agricultural infermation subsystem, thev: ] =
been for some months much partic¢ Detion <mong members from some of - @

leading institutions in the agri 1ltu 1 sector. A workinc docu
has already been proposed and discus 1 ar  priority atc ons have b 1
defined. Among these, one could 1ention the need for training pe. !
for agricultural libr ~ies, eith~er : on research centers of from - -
institutions of highuyr educ. -~. A speclel course will start his -

month for scome 30 peo .  They ha also considered the need for - -
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