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SUMMARY This article dlscusses cataloging and classification history

in Mexico and how cataloging and classification have evolved accord-
ing to the changes that libraries and library science have experienced
on both a national and international level. The first part of the article re-
fers to the first half of the twentieth century, detailing the origins of cat-
aloging and classification history. The second part presents discussion
of the development and consolidation of both cataloging and classifica-
tion during the second half of the twentieth century. The article also
discusses subject headings, automation, centralization, and union cata-
logs in Mexico. It discusses past difficulties in creating a union catalog
at a national level and the advantages of automated systems in helping
to develop this needed union catalog. The article discusses the need to
resume publication of the Bibiio_graﬁ’a Mexicana. One of the main
problems that Mexican librarie's'have faced is a scarcity of librarians
adequately prepared to perform cataloging and classification of their col-
lections. This lack of librarians is even more acute in the Mexican states.
There are insufficient numbers of students in library schools to provide

Filiberto Felipe Martinez-Arellano, PhD, is Director, Center for Research in Li-
brary Science, National Autonomous Universily of México (E-mail: felipe @servidor.
unam.mx). :

[Haworth co-indexing entry note]: “Cataloging and Classification History in Mexico.” Martfnez-Arellano,
Filiberto Felipe. Co-published simultaneously in Cataloging & Classification Quarterly (The Haworth Infor-
mation Press, an imprint of The Haworth Press, Inc.) Vol. 35, No. 1/2, 2002, pp. 227-254; and: Historical As- .
pects of Cataloging and Classification (ed: Martin D. Joachim) The Haworth Information Press. an imprint of
The Haworth Press, Inc., 2003, pp. 227-254. Single or multiple copies of this article are available for a fee
from The Haworth Document Delivery Service {1-800-HAWORTH, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (EST). E-mail ad-
dress: getinfo@haworthpressinc.com).

© 2002 by The Haworth Press, Inc. All rights reserved. 227

INFOBILA




228  HISTORICAL ASPECTS OF CATALOGING AND CLASSIFICATION

the staffing that libraries demand not only for cataloging and classifica-
tion but also for many other library activities. [Article copies available for
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RESUMEN. Este articulo presenta la historia de la catalogacion y
clasificacién en México. Menciona como la catalogacién y clasificacion
han evolucionado en nuestro pais de acuerdo con los cambios que las
bibliotecas y la bibliotecologia han experimentado como producto de la
problemadtica nacional e internacional. En la primera parte se hace
referencia a los inicios de la catalogacién y clasificacion durante la
primera mitad del siglo veinte. El desarrollo y consolidacién de la
catalogacion y clasificacién en México tuvo lugar durante la segunda
mitad del siglo veinte, lo cual es abordado en una segunda parte. Este
articulo también hace referencia a la problemdtica de los encabeza-
mientos de materia, la automatizacién, la centralizacién y los catdlogos
colectivos en México. Algunos de los puntos discutidos en €l articulo son
los siguientes: Es un hecho que no ha sido posible la creacion de
catdlogos colectivos a nivel nacional. La elaboracién de la “Bibliografia
Mexicana” debe ser continuada. Los sistemas de automatizacion tienen
una serie de ventajas para desarrollar los catdlogos colectivos que el pafs
requiere. Uno de los principales problemas que las bibliotecas mexi-
canas han enfrentado es la falta de recursos adecuadamente preparados
para |levar a cabo la catalogacién y clasificacion de sus colecciones. Esta
falta de bibliotecarios es méas acentuada en los estados. Atin en nuestros
dias, el nimero de estudiantes de las escuelas de bibliotecologia es
insuficiente para cubrir las demandas de las bibliotecas, no sélo en
catalogacion y clasificacién, sino en otras muchas actividades.

PALABRAS CLAVES. Catalogacion, clasificacién, encabesamientos
de material, catdlogos colectivos, catalogacidn centralizada, catalogacién
automatizada, México
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Diverse methods, procedures, tools, systems, and standards have long af-
fected cataloging practice and principles. In recent years the use of computers
and new information technologies in cataloging and classification activities
have brought about substantial changes. As in other countries, cataloging and
classification in Mexico have evolved; and they have also been modified by
the changes that libraries and library science have experienced from national
and international settings.

The main objective of this article is to show how cataloging and classifica-
tion in Mexico have evolved, to show what the factors are that have induced
cataloging and classification development, to describe what the environment
of cataloging and classification changes have been, and to learn how catalog-
ing and classification have progressed in Mexico so that Mexican librarians
understand the foundations of library practices in addition to bringing out op-
portunities to improve them.

THE BEGINNINGS:
THE FIRST HALF OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

The emergence of library science in Mexico began at the start of the twenti-
eth century, and its development has continued throughout the century. During
the first half of the century, several important events contributed to the confir-
mation of library science in Mexico. “The National Library began to have its
peculiar nature; public libraries were thought of as a support to popular cul-
ture; library associations were created. In addition to the European point of
view, American library science, the leader in many aspects, became known.
The first Mexican librarians were to study abroad, and they supported the
learning of the new generation of librarians. They also introduced changes in
library services; library science schools, with a formal curriculum, were estab-
lished” (Morales Campos 1988, 1-3).

Certainly, during the first half of the'twentieth century, the development of
library science in Mexico was highlighted by the establishment of a large num-
ber of libraries, particularly public libraries, and a constant concern to train
people to organize the newly created libraries to offer modern services. In this
context library science education played an important role. Librarian training
was carried out by both informal and formal courses in the first schools of li-
brary science schools. In librarian training, the teaching of cataloging and clas-
sification played a leading role.

On April 14, 1915, the Academia de Bibliografia [Academy of Bibliogra-
phy} was created and assigned to the Biblioteca del Pueblo [People’s Library]
in Veracruz City. Its objective was “to prepare capable employees for the study
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and organization of libraries in the country and for the unification of guiding
criteria for all bibliographic institutions of the Republic.” In order to attain this
objective, Mr. Agustin Loera y Chdvez gave a course to government libraries
and archives employees that included twenty-five conferences on classifica-
tion (Morales Campos 1988, 5).

Afterwards, “the necessity of having trained personnel and the wish to im-
prove the functioning of libraries in the country, as well as library technical
processes, led to the creation of the first school for librarians” (Morales Cam-
pos 1988, 5). Thus, on June 24, 1916, the Escuela Nacional de Bibliotecarios y
Archiveros [National School of Librarians and Archivists] was created; the
school lasted only until 1918. During its short life it had two curricula. The first
one, in 1916, lasted one year and the second between 1917 and 1918 for two
years. The first curriculum contained the following courses: library and ar-
chives organization, cataloging, library and archives classification, study of
the book, Latin, French, and English. The two-year curriculum offered eleven
courses that included bibliography and cataloging, palacography, and the sec-
ond courses of Latin and English” (Morales Campos 1988, 5-6).

The second attempt at establishing a school for librarians took place on
April 25, 1925, when the Escuela Nacional de Bibliotecarios [National
School of Librarians] was inaugurated. This school was administered by the
Departamento de Bibliotecas de la Secretaria de Educacién Piiblica [Depart-
ment of Libraries of the Ministry of Public Education]. Unfortunately, this
school also had a fleeting life, functioning only during its foundation year.
“The subjects which made up the curriculum were study of the book, classifi-
cation, cataloging, book selection, library organization, bibliography, and ref-
erence” (Morales Campos 1988, 8).

In addition to the efforts for the creation of library schools during the first
half of the twentieth century, many non-curricular courses were conducted
throughout the country. Their purpose was to prepare the employees needed
for Mexican libraries, and courses included subject cataloging and classifica-
tion.

In an analysis of curricular and non-curricular courses that were available
from 1916 to 1945 in Mexico, Morales Campos (1988, 14-18) found that the
most frequent subjects were librarianship, bibliography, cataloging, and clas-
sification. Likewise, these courses were divided into three main groups: tech-
nical subjects, foreign language courses, and cultural subjects. The technical
subjects group had at its core five types of courses: cataloging, classification,
bibliography, librarianship, and study of the book. Included in the cataloging
courses were cataloging systems, catalog types and arrangement, biblio-
graphic entries, and standardized rules of entry. The classification courses in-
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cluded classification systems, Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC), and
classification methodology.

It can be seen, therefore, that the history of cataloging and classification in
Mexicois tightly linked with the history of library science education. The main
goal was to prepare librarians with the adequate knowledge to organize the k-
braries that were created at that time. A technical focus was given to library
science education during the first half of the twentieth century.

DEVELOPMENT AND CONSOLIDATION:
THE SECOND HALF OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

The definitive establishment of schools of library science in the second half
of the twentieth century marks the beginning of library science development in
Mexico. The efforts to create a school that would train the librarians that our
country needed were rewarded on April 5, 1945. On that date the Escuela
Nacional de Bibliotecarios y Archivistas [National School of Librarians and
Archivists] was established under the administration of the Secretaria de
Educacién Piablica [Ministry of Public Education]. This school exists today
under the name Escuela Nacional de Biblioteconomia y Archivonomia [Na-
tional School of Library and Archive Sciences].

Rodriguez Gallardo (1998, 192) points out that the subjects included in the
first curriculum of this school “basically tended to train students in the techni-
cal area with a great humanistic culture.” The subjects that comprised the ini-
tial curriculum were: cataloging L, II, III; classification I, I1; subject headings I,
IT; foundations of library service; introduction to librarianship and to the li-
brary and its environment; bibliography; reference sources, book selection,
and reference service; book history; advanced Spanish; Mexican history; cul-
tural history 1, 1L; Latin L, I, IIT; and English [, L.

Moreover, in 1952, the Ciudad Universitaria, the main campus of the larg-
est Mexican university, the Universidad Nacional Auténoma de Mexico
(UNAM) [National Autonomous University of Mexico], was inaugurated.
This occurrence marked the beginning of a support cycle for university librar-
ies and the starting of specialized libraries development (Tecuatl Quechol
2000, 39). The inauguration of Ciudad Universitaria led to an increase of
UNAM schools and their libraries. Therefore, there was an increased need
for trained employees in library science. Furthermore, the first Jornadas
Mexicanas de Biblioteconomia, the annual Mexican Conference on Library
Science, held in 1956, featured discussions on the need for having trained li-
brary science professionals to manage libraries.
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In this context, on January 12, 1955, a project for the establishment of the
Colegio de Biblioteconomia y Archivonomia [Librarianship and Archival
College], actually the Colegio de Bibliotecologia [College of Library Sci-
ence], was submitted to UNAM authorities. The goal of this project was to re-
solve the problem that had confronted the university for many years: how (o
provide thirty-six university libraries with adequate staff for effective operation
(Solis Valdespino 1980, 12).

The first Library Science College curriculum included thirty-six courses
with four of them in the technical areas: classification and subject headings,
cataloging 1, cataloging 2, and special problems of cataloging. In 1958 four
courses were added to the curriculum, of which two were in technical areas:
technical services of the book and Library of Congress Classification
(Rodriguez Gallardo 1998, 222-225).

As can be observed, library education in Mexico featured strong emphasis
on cataloging and classification, which continues to be an important part of the
curricula of these two schools and in the four schools of library science schools
that were established afterwards in Mexico (Marlinez Arellano, 2000).

Mexico is a country characterized by a strong centralism that has influence
in the social, economic, cultural, educational, and library areas. As mentioned,
UNAM is the largest institution of higher education in the country, and its li-
brary system is the one that has the greatest influence in library practice, in-
cluding cataloging and classification activities.

The number of UNAM students is around 250,000, a number that represents
approximately thirty-five percent of the population in Mexican public and pri-
vate universities (Ornelas & Levy 1991). Also, nearly sixty percent of research
in Mexico is carried out in this higher education institution by first-level re-
searchers in their respective disciplines (Adelman & Ortega Salazar 1995).
The UNAM library system, comprised of approximately 140 libraries, is coor-
dinated by a General Direction for Libraries, which was established in 1966.
One of the functions of the General Direction is to carry out, in a centralized
way, the cataloging of materials that UNAM libraries acquire—approximately
120,000 titles per year, of which 50,000 are new titles with the remaining ones
being added copies acquired by the same or another library in this large system
(Garcia Lépez 2000, 74).

Other significant occurrences in the history of library science in Mexico
with relevance to understanding the evolution of cataloging and classification
evolution in this country are revival of public libraries due to the establishment
in 1983 of a National Plan for Public Libraries and the foundation of the Centro
Universitario de Investigaciones Bibliotecol6gicas (CUIB) [University Center
for Library Science Research] at UNAM in 1981.



Individual Countries or Regions 233

On August 2, 1983, the National Plan for Public Libraries was set up to cre-
ate the Public Libraries National Network, which has opened more than 6,000
libraries around the country. This library network, under the administration of
the Consejo Nacional para la Cultura y las Artes [National Council for Culture
and the Arts], is coordinated by a General Direction for Libraries that provides
collections, according to the local user needs, to all the Mexican public librar-
ies. Likewise, the General Direction for Libraries performs the centralized cat-
aloging and classification of these collections and sends them to public
libraries throughout Mexico ready for service.

The CUIB has its background in a research program initiated in 1988 at the
UNAM General Direction for Libraries. It was established on December 14,
1981; and one of its goals is to carry out research dealing with diverse aspects
of library science, among them cataloging, classification, storage and retrieval
languages, and standardization in bibliographic organization.

CATALOGING

Cataloging practices in Mexican libraries have been greatly influenced by
standards, methods, and procedures used in American libraries. This influence
stems in part from the geographical proximity of Mexico and the United States
as well as to easy access to the specialized literature produced in the neighbor-
ing country, but also it is a consequence of the preparation that the first profes-
sional librarians in Mexico received in American universities. These first
librarians were founders and professors of the first Mexican schools of library
science where, as has been previously mentioned, there was a strong emphasis
in the teaching of cataloging and classification.

Cataloging standards taught in library science schools in Mexico and later
applied in Mexican libraries were the same employed in most of the foreign li-
braries. Referring to the cataloging standards utilized in the first half of the
twentieth century, Chdvez Campomanes (1947, 245) mentions the following:
“In our country, with the exception of some old libraries that used their own
criteria to catalog their books, and others that adopted the French rules, librar-
ies have been following for more than forty years the North American rules.”

In spite of the fact that libraries in our country used the North American
rules, particularly the ALA Catalog Rules: Author and Title Entries (1941) and
the A.L.A. Cataloging Rules: Author and Title Entries (1949), their inconsis-
tent application led to diverse problems. Chavez Campomanes (1947, 245), for
example, points out the following:
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Unfortunately, a complete unification in rules application has not been
accomplished since, in some libraries, cataloging rules are used in the
same way they were imposed a long time ago. In others they are applied
according to criteria from people with very weak preparation; in others
necessary adaptations and changes, additions and corrections have not
been done from the original standards to the latest publication; and in
some others Library of Congress printed cards are copied. A lack of uni-
formity is also noted in the margins, spacing, and other card aspects but
mostly in subject headings. This lack of uniformity has not allowed the
implementation of cooperative cataloging programs, which would bring
great advantages to our libraries and avoid job duplication that would
save money and effort and would make possible cataloging standardiza-
tion in our libraries.

As has been stated, one of the great problems confronting cataloging in
Mexico during the first half of the twentieth century was a scarcity of properly
prepared librarians, a situation that precipitated the need for training librarians
through non-formal courses and the sending of scholarship students abroad,
particularly to U.S. library schools.

The creation of libraries in Mexico increased greatly from 1920 to 1924,
a period in which José Vasconcelos was Minister of Public Education.
Vasconcelos organized the Secretaria de Educacién Piiblica [Ministry of Pub-
lic Education] in three great departments: Scholarly Issues, Fine Arts, and Li-
braries. Certainly, the impulse that the creation of libraries received during the
Vasconcelos period was notable, but also there was concern about preparing li-
brarians to take care of the new libraries. In an official report, cited by
Rodriguez Gallardo (1986, 65), it was pointed out: “The Department has sent
two technicians so that they can study the best classification systems in New
York City.” The scholarship students who were sent to study in the United
States were Marfa Teresa Chavez and Juana Manrique de Lara, both of whom
had a profound influence on cataloging and classification practices and in
teaching in our country, particularly Chavez (Rodriguez Gallardo 1986, 65).

Maria Teresa Chdvez Campomanes studied at the Pratt Institute Junior Un-
dergraduate Library School (Morales Campos 1988, 24). After her return,
Chdvez Campomanes was an untiring promoter of the Escuela Nacional de
Bibliotecarios [National School of Librarians}, promoting her posture since
the Primer Congreso Nacional de Bibliotecarios [First National Congress of
Librarians], held in 1927 (Rodriguez Gallardo 1998, 170). Once the Escuela
Nacional de Bibliotecarios y Archiveros [National School of Librarians and
Archivists] was established, Maria Teresa Chavéz Campomanes, who had at-
tained a leadership role in the area of cataloging, was a member of its first pro-
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fessors group (Tecuatl Quechol 2000, 15). She was also a member of the
professors group that founded the UNAM Colegio de Bibliotecologia [College
of Library Science] (Rodriguez Gallardo 1998, 222). In both schools Maria
Teresa Chavéz Campomanes taught cataloging courses for many years.

As a learning tool for her cataloging classes, Chdvez Campomanes pre-
pared a didactic tool titled “Catalogers and Classifiers Manual” (Morales
Campos 1988). This manual became a basic reference work for catalogers
and library science students. Esther Gama, a student of Professor Chéivez
Campomanes, was interviewed by Morales Campos (1988, 59) and points out
the following memories related to this manual: “ . . . and for cataloging (Pro-
fessor Chévez) used to give us her notes that she elaborated in folded sheets of
paper, using mimeograph; the first one to learn the card-making, and the sec-
ond one to learn the rules that she had adapted.”

The use of North American cataloging standards (A.L.A. Cataloging Rules),
as noted, was adopted by Mexican libraries in the mid-twentieth century. Be-
sides the arguments mentioned by Chdvez Campomanes (1947, 245), Zamora
Rodriguez (1947, 256) argued Mexican librarian participation in the making of
this code:

The main problem that has to be solved, if a (national) uniformity is to be
reached for making catalogs in our country, is the adoption of a catalog-
ing code, either the American Library Association one (later on called
ALA code) or the Vatican one.

We keep up our advocacy for the ALA code, because it is the one that has
had more influence in libraries from the Occidental world, in library cat-
alogs, in indexes, in bibliographies, and in printed reference works, and
because at the current time, a new revision of it is being made, with the
purpose of reaching greater international acceptance, and because in this
time, Latin American librarians’ opinions are being considered through
the Committee of Cooperation with Latin American Cataloguers and
Classifiers created since the end of 1953, to which the one who writes
this paper is proud to belong.

Regarding the cataloging rules used in Mexico during the second half of the
twentieth century, Morales Campos (1984, ix) mentions the following:

During the last 25 years, the main libraries in Mexico—public, special-
ized, and university—have used as a standard to catalog their mono-
graphic collections the 1949 A.L.A. Cataloging Rules for Author and
Title Entries, the 1967 Anglo-American Cataloging Rules, and in the last
years, the revised chapter VI of the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules,
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edited in 1976 by the UNAM Instituto de Investigaciones Bibliograficas.
[Institute for Bibliographic Research]

Although Mexican librarians have made use of cataloging codes generated
and adopted at an international level, sometimes these codes were not used at
the same time as in other places due, among other reasons, to the language bar-
riers. Regarding this problem, Morales Campos (1984, ix) points out:

The 1949 American Library Association (ALA) code had plenty of fol-
lowers in Mexico. Up to 1970, when the 1967 Anglo-American catalog-
ing rules translation into Spanish was published, library science schools
continued teaching the 1949 rules. In fact, the Spanish translation that
Doctor Ma. Teresa Chavez C. has done as an educational tool for the
learning of cataloging had a strong influence. Likewise, due to our librar-
ians’ limitations in reading English, new generations continued applying
the 1949 code; and once a routine application of the 1967 Anglo-Ameri-
can cataloging rules, whose Spanish version was published in 1970 by
the Organization of American States, the Chapter VI revision had al-
ready started.

To talk about cataloging in Mexico during the second half of the twentieth
century, one must mention Gloria Escamilla, who was professor of many Latin
American and Mexican catalogers. Gloria Escamilla Gonzélez was one of the
first-generation students from the UNAM Colegio de Bibliotecologia [College
of Library Science]. After concluding her studies in 1961, she received a
scholarship from the Organization of American States that allowed her to
study at Catholic University in Washington, D.C., and to work at the Library of
Congress. Professor Escamilla had been interested in cataloging since her
work at LC. The goal of her experience there was to learn the organization,
procedures, routines, and management of bibliographic information in a li-
brary of that magnitude and to apply this knowledge in a smaller one like the
Biblioteca Nacional de México [National Library of Mexico]. Her relationship
with AACR emerged first as a cataloging student and afterwards as a profes-
sional interested in the application of the rules. She had studied with Maria
Teresa Chéavez at the time the ALA rules were used and later when AACR was
adopted (Lira Luna 1999, 21).

Gloria Escamilla became a cataloging professor at the UNAM Colegio de
Bibliotecologia upon her return from Washington in 1963, a position she held
until her death in 2001. The textbooks that she wrote to support the learning of
cataloging—Interpretacion catalogrdfica de los libros [Cataloging interpreta-
tion of books] (1979) and Manual de catalogacion descriptiva [Manual of de-
scriptive cataloging] (198 1)-became classic works [or catalogers and are still



Individual Countries or Regions 237

used. In addition, her translation “Chapter VI” of the Anglo-American Cata-
loging Rules, published in 1976, became a basic reference work for Mexican
catalogers in spite of the polemics that they caused. Her participation in inter-
national discussions on cataloging was also important, as can be seen in this ci-
tation:

In the development of rules, experiences from different nations have
been considered. Although it is clear that most of them have been from
the United States and England, there have been committees where we
have been asked to express our opinions regarding diverse aspects that
we have found. When I was in cataloging, in technical processing [at the
National Library], I took part in some of those meetings with some con-
tributions.

I took part in studies of standards with the hope of getting new editions.
That means the new edition does not come from the nothingness; they
come from contributions of librarians who are working with current
problems. (Lira Luna 1999, 21)

At this point it can be seen that most Mexican libraries use the Anglo-Amer-
ican Cataloging Rules to organize their materials; however, their interpretation
and application have been inconsistent. One explanation for this inconsistency
is the scarcity of librarians emerging from library schools; then cataloging
sometimes has to be done by personnel from other disciplines, who are not
trained in cataloging.

Bearing in mind the necessary standardization of AACR application and the
need for updating of cataloging information, the Mexican Cataloging Group,
sponsored by the “Centro Universitario de Investigaciones Bibliotecol6gicas”
[Universitary Center for Research in Library Science], was formed in 1984.
One goal of this group was “to be a forum for Mexican catalogers to share ex-
periences and projects that would contribute to the daily technical work im-
provement and to cataloger self-improvement” (Solis Valdespino 1984). As a
result of this group’s meetings, a set of recommendations has been printed in a
publication entitled The Problems of Entry of Personal Authors, Geographic
Names, Corporate Authors, and Uniform Titles in Five Technical Processing
Units in México City (Solis Valdespino 1984). Regretfully, this group’s activi-
ties did not continue.

CLASSIFICATION

As in many other countries, classification systems used in Mexican libraries
have been mainly Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) and Library of Con-
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gress Classification (L.CC). Likewise, discussions about the adoption of a par-
ticular system or about the change from one system to another have been
similar to those worldwide. At the beginning of the twentieth century, the use
of DDC became popular in Mexican libraries. Diaz Mercado y Santamaria
(1945, 45), in a speech given to the 111 National Congress of Librarians, held in
1944, pointed out:

Once the Melvil Dewey Classification was known in Mexico, there im-
mediately appeared a reasoned movement in favour of this classifica-
tion . . . In fact, Mister Fernando Pérez Ferrari, Groups Head of the
Mexican Commission for the 1900 Universal Exhibition of Paris, ad-
dressed Mister Ferndndez Leal, at that time Minister of Promotion, say-
ing in a letter of October 27, 1899, the following:

As soon as the printed brochure that included three different articles
about the Decimal Classification for libraries was finished, I tried to give
it the most possible circulation in the country so that this very useful sys-
tem would be known and to make popular its use in public libraries.

At the beginning of the twentieth century, Mexican libraries began to use
DDC; however, in many libraries, the Brussels Decimal Classification was
adopted because it was considered a more complete variation of DDC. Diaz
Mercado y Santamaria (1945) mentioned in a speech given in 1916 at the Third
National Congress of Librarians that the National Library of Mexico adopted
the Brussels Classification as a substitute for the Namur System. A number of
libraries, mainly governmental, adopted this classification system although
there were also some from the National University of Mexico. Proposed was
“the adoption of the Brussels International Institute Classification system for
all the libraries ruled by the Federal Government and for the ones that, for any
reason, were considered as incorporated or recognized by the National Execu-
tive” (p. 23). The Diaz Mercado and Santamaria proposal was adopted as ares-
olution of the Congress.

In 1956 Tobias Chédvez, head of the UNAM Library Department and pro-
fessor of the UNAM Colegio de Bibliotecologia, criticized the adoption of this
resolution: “In Mexican governmental libraries, the Melvil Dewey Decimal
system, amplified and punctualized by the Brussels International Bibliography
Institute, should be adopted” (Chdvez 1957, 232). Chdvez stales in his criti-
cism: “From this conclusion, in my opinion, the part that says ‘amplified and
punctualized by the Brussels International Bibliography Institute’ should be
suppressed. The Dewey system was, in fact, amplified in Brussels so it could
be applied 1o museums, archives, and other similar institutions. It was also
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punctualized through the use of new symbols—O) (.) “.”" = + - X—and others.
However, these new symbols unnecessarily complicate the system as it was
first thought of for libraries. In our library field it is almost absurd to compli-
cate what in the beginning was smooth; and if it became complicated, it was
for possible extra-library uses” (Chdvez 1957, 232). Additionally, Chévez
(234) proposed the following:

The institutions that involve several coordinated libraries should exclu-
sively work with the Dewey Decimal system . . .

It is recommended that all the remaining libraries of the country use the
Dewey system, since this would make easier the formation of biblio-
graphic consortiums and the librarian preparation in all aspects . . .

Independent libraries that have a considerable part of their collection
classified with the Brussels system or with the United States Library of
Congress system could continue using the adopted system.

Tobias Chévez’s position represents a break with the European influence on li-
brary science and classification in Mexican libraries and the beginning of
North American systems and adoption of standards, considered more prag-
matic.

Textbooks used in the first schools of library science, such as the Escuela
Nacional de Bibliotecarios y Archiveros, were centered on DDC. An example
of such educational materials is the one elaborated by Juan B. Iguiniz, Instruc-
tions for the Writing and Formation of Bibliographic Catalogs According to
the Melvin Dewey System Adapted by Hispano-American Libraries (1guiniz
1954, 15), which was published by the National Library in 1919 (Morales
Campos 1988, 59). Another work for the learning of this classification system
is Chavez Campomanes mimeographed notes entitled “Melvin Dewey Deci-
mal Classification, adapted by Doctor Ma. Teresa Chévez, course professor;
tables” (Morales Campos 1988, 59).

It is important to point out that in the Tobias Chavez document the Library
of Congress Classification system was mentioned for the first time. Regarding
this classification system, Zamora Rodriguez (1975, 307) states: “[I]n our
country, the Congress Classification was implanted for the first time in 1942 at
the Anthropology and History National Institute Library. By 1955 there were
already three more libraries with that classification: a specialized library (the
Cardiology Institute Library) and two university ones (the UNAM Central Li-
brary and the UNAM Physics Institute Library).”
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As can be observed, the adoption of LCC in Mexican libraries has taken
place since the 1950s. One of its main proponents is Professor Pedro Zamora
Rodriguez, who did his library science studies at Louisiana State University.
In referring to the Zamora work, Salas Estrada (1983, 20) states: “In March of
1954, he occupied the position of head of Technical Processes at the Central
Library and was the most important promoter for the adoption of Library of
Congress Classification as the official one for this library system [UNAM li-
braries].” It should also be mentioned that Zamora Rodriguez was one of the
professors who founded the UNAM Colegio de Bibliotecologia.

In a paper presented at the VI Mexican Conference on Library Science,
Zamora Rodriguez (1975, 307) pointed out that after nineteen years since the
adoption of LCC at UNAM, there had been a considerable increase in the num-
ber of libraries that also used this classification system. Among the libraries
that had adopted it were 100 of the most important in the country in the pure
and applied sciences, libraries belonging to great and prestigious institutions
of higher education, such as UNAM and the National Polytechnic Institute. As
in other parts of the world, the adoption of the LCC system was necessary be-
cause of the need for cataloging and classification and the lack of specialized
personnel for these activities. Zamora Rodriguez stated:

It has been demonstrated that the use of Library of Congress Classifica-
tion is cheaper than the Decimal Classification. This low classification
cost, together with centralized cataloging or shared cataloging programs,
the use of the National Union Catalog, the catalogs . . . of library systems
like UNAM’s, and also the future possibility of MARC use in Mexico
make the Congress classification highly recommended as the most con-
venient for our bibliographic centers of higher education and research in-
stitutions in the future. (p. 309)

It can thus be seen that the most widely used classification systems in
Mexico in the second half of the century are the Dewey Decimal Classifica-
tion and the Library of Congress Classification. Public libraries, coordinated
by the Public Libraries National Network, use DDC. Other important librar-
ies that use DDC are the National Library of Mexico and the Library of El
Colegio de México, the most important in social sciences and humanities. As
the result of a survey conducted among university libraries in Mexico in the
1980s, Martinez Arellano, Garcia L.6pez, and Brisefio Gémez (1992, 115)
learned that 227 libraries used DDC, 270 LCC, one the Universal Decimal
Classification (UDC), and 32 their own classification; 280 libraries did not re-
spond to the survey. The survey also shows that the majority of libraries using
LLCC are found in the capital city. Moreover, it states that “‘a great majority of
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university libraries use the Dewey Decimal Classification; however, many of
them are adopting Library of Congress Classification due to the advantages in
its use, represented by the existence of diverse catalogs and mechanisms that
can be used as tools for classification tasks, such as cataloging in publication
(CIP), the LIBRUNAM data base, the United States Library of Congress Na-
tional Union Catalog, and the Bibliofile database” (115-116).

Commenting on the problems of applying LCC in Mexican libraries, Abell
Bennett (1975, 324) points out that the main difficulty was the inadequate
preparation of library science students. There was a lack of mastery of English
and an absence of manuals or guides to support the learning of this classifica-
tion system. Years later, Roberto Abell contributed to the solution of this prob-
lem when he was adviser of Martinez Arellano (1979) and Garza Avalos
(1979) studies, which were carried out in the research program of the UNAM
General Direction for Libraries. Years later, when Roberto Abell became part
of the CUIB research team, he was responsible for a series of manuals to sup-
port the learning and management of Library of Congress Classification in
Mexican libraries. Following are some of the manuals that have been produced
to facilitate the acquisition of these skills:

e Some Problems in the Management and Application of L. C. Classifica-
tion in Latin American Materials (Martinez Arellano 1979).

* Introduction to Science Classification: Class Q of the Library of Con-
gress System (Garza Avalos 1979).

* Management and Application of the Library of Congress Classification
in History: Classes C, D, and E-F (Abell Bennet 1988).

* Manual for Management and Application of the Library of Congress
Classification in Geography, Anthropology, and Recreation: Class G
(Abell Bennett 1989).

* Manual for Management and Application of the Library of Congress
Classification in FEuropean Law: Class KJ-KKZ (Abell Bennett 1992).

* Management and Application of Tables for Latin American Law in L. C.
Classification [Also available on compact disc] (Martinez Arellano &
Abell Bennet 2002).

With the goal of discussing and analyzing problems inherent in the use of
Library of Congress Classification, Abell Bennet and Garza Avalos (1989),
under CUIB sponsorship, called together Mexican classifiers for a series of
meetings in 1985 and 1986. The discussions concluded with the creation of a
group to study proposals for modifying LCC. One of the products of this group
was the Martinez Arellano work (1987) about classification of Mexican educa-
tional institutions.
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It is important to point out that the online catalog (LIBRUNAM) of the
UNAM General Direction for Libraries is used as a support tool for cataloging
in many Mexican libraries. Records may include both LCC and DDC (Garcia
Lépez 2000, 76).

SUBJECT HEADINGS

One of the major problems that Mexican libraries have faced during the
twentieth century is the lack of a subject headings list that adequately responds
to their needs. A first attempt to make such a list that would be useful for the
organization of materials in Mexican libraries was carried out by Juana
Manrique de Lara. In 1934 he published Lista de encabezamientos de materia
para catdlogos diccionarios |Subject Headings List for Dictionary Catalogs].
In spite of this work, however, a lack of uniformity on catalog cards, particu-
larly in subject headings, remained a problem during the first half of the twen-
tieth century. As it has been previously mentioned, Chavez Campomanes
(1957, 245) punctuated this fact in the First Conference on Library Science
when she pointed out that many LC cards were used as they were with head-
ings in English.

The problem of lack of uniformity in subject headings in Mexican libraries
has also been pointed out by Datshkovsky (1957, 236):

Due to the fact that we did not still have a complete list in Spanish to
specify ample subject headings, in library catalogs there is a notable lack
of uniformity in their use. In some libraries can be found subject head-
ings based on instructions of the classification manual [the Manrique de
Lara one perhaps, since none is indicated], in others the ones that the cat-
aloger thinks are most adequate, and in others headings in English.

Certainly the insufficiency of trained librarians to adequately perform catalog-
ing tasks and the easy accessibility of LC cards during the first half of the twen-
tieth century meant that Mexican catalogers did not worry about creating
subject heading lists according to local needs.

Since the 1950s, however, Mexican libraries began to compile their own
lists, based on LC subject headings. In speaking of this practice, Datshkovsky
(1957, 236), at that time head of the Technical Department of the Mexico Li-
brary, the largest and most important public library in the country, stated:

To achieve our goal, we took as a base the 5th and last edition of the sub-
ject headings list used in the dictionary catalog of the Library of Con-
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gress in Washington because we considered it the most complete among
the ones that had been published in English. Our work has not only been
a literal translation of terms or expressions, even though in many cases
isolated words unavoidably have to be translated, but also an interpreta-
tion of the words or expressions has been made to fit them to the readers’
needs, although perhaps giving more importance to those of public li-
braries than specialized ones.

At the same time, the Organization of American States, through the Colon
Commemorative Library of the Pan American Union (Unién Panamericana),
undertook a project (1957, 239) “to compile and to publish one of the indis-
pensable manuals for library technical organization, an authorized Spanish
subject headings list, with the purpose of easing the interpretation of material
that technically is organized in libraries, using as basic works for the compila-
tion of such a list other lists published in Spanish and English and subject head-
ings lists used in important Latin American libraries.” As a result of this
project, the Lista de encabezamientos de materia para bibliotecas [Subject
Headings List for Libraries], compiled by Carmen Rovira and Jorge Aguayo,
was published in 1967.

This subject headings list was also based on the Library of Congress Subject
Headings (LCSH), but local terms were incorporated. A second edition of this
subject headings list was published in 1985 by the Instituto Colombiano para
el Fomento de la Educacién Superior (ICFES) [Colombian Institute to the Pro-
motion of Higher Education] and a third one in 1998 by the Luis Angel Arango
Library of the Banco de la Repiblica de Colombia [Bank of the Republic of
Colombia].

Another effort at producing a subject headings list suitable to local needs
was done by the National Library of Mexico. Escamilla Gonzdlez (1985, 35)
states: “It has been since 1962 when the National Library of Mexico began to
create its authorities system to ease the management of information that was
processed to serve as a basis for a national system, which would later on be in-
tegrated into an international authorities system.”

As a result of the authority work accomplished at the National Library of
Mexico in 1967, this institution published its “Subject Headings List” com-
piled by Gloria Escamilla Gonzélez, which has since come to be known as the
“Escamilla List.” This work was based on a translation of LCSH; however,
many local terms were also included. Since its appearance, this list has been
adopted by the majority of Mexican libraries for the subject cataloging of their
collections. A second edition published in 1978 continues to be used in the ma-
jority of Mexican libraries.
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AUTOMATION

The last twenty-five years of the twentieth century are characterized by the
rise of automation and the application of new technologies in cataloging and
classification. The most outstanding development in Mexico was the creation
of the LIBRUNAM database. LIBRUNAM (from Spanish libro = book and
the Spanish acronym for Universidad Nacional Auténoma de Mexico) was
created in 1978 with the goal of expediting cataloging and classification of ma-
terials acquired by the UNAM library system where the Technical Department
of the UNAM General Direction for Libraries is the centralized agency. The
UNAM union catalog of approximately 359,000 records created until 1977
were integrated into the LIBRUNAM database, and it has annually increased
with the titles acquired and cataloged in the library system (Martinez-Arellano
& Ramirez Nieto 1990). In 2000, LIBRUNAM had grown to approximately
730,000 records. To automate LIBRUNAM records, the MARC format was
used; but it was modified according to local needs and characteristics resulting
in a version called MARC-DGB. These modificationa are explained in detail
in the work Manual de codification para catalogadores [ Codification manual
for catalogers] (Martinez Arellano and Garcia Lopez 1989).

After the creation of the LIBRUNAM database, other automation sys-
tems were created for catalog records management. In 1990, in addition
to LIBRUNAM, there were LOGICAT, SIABUC, BIBLOS, and CDS/ISIS
(Flores y Rodriguez Reyes 1991).

LOGICAT was the second Mexican experience in cataloging automa-
tion. It was derived from LIBRUNAM since one of LIBRUNAM s creators
developed this new system, oriented to library technical, reference, and ad-
ministrative processes (Flores y Rodriguez Reyes 1991). In the years fol-
lowing its creation in 1983, LOGICAT was used to produce catalog cards,
bibliographic records, lending records, and bookshelf labels with book classi-
fication (Martinez-Arellano, Garcia L.6pez & Bricefio Gémez 1992). In 1990
LOGICAT was used in fifty libraries (Flores and Rodriguez Reyes 1991) and
by 1992 in 150 libraries (Martinez-Arellano, Garcia Lopez & Briceiio Gomez
1992).

SIABUC, an acronym for Sistema Integral Automatizado de Bibliotecas
[Integrated Library System], was created in 1984 by Colima University as a
support tool for technical and administrative library functions. This integrated
system included the following modules: acquisitions, bibliographic analysis,
reference, collection control and lending, and statistical information (Flores y
Rodriguez Reyes 1991). Since its creation, SIABUC use has been popular,
particularly to support cataloging and classification activities. In 1990 it was
reported that SIABUC was used by seventy Mexican libraries and two abroad,



246  HISTORICAL ASPECTS OF CATALOGING AND CLASSIFICATION

in Ecuador and Costa Rica (Flores and Rodriguez Reyes 1991). By 1992, the
number had increased to 150 libraries (Martinez-Arellano, Garcia Lépez &
Bricefio Gémez 1992).

BIBLOS was a system developed to generate a database thalt would allow
the making of catalog cards to be sent together with the books to each library of
the Public Libraries National Network. The BIBLIOS database was also repro-
duced on compact disc and it was sent to public libraries to support the catalog-
ing of locally acquired materials (Martinez-Arellano, Garcia Lopez & Bricefio
Gobmez 1992).

With regard to CDS/ISIS, Flores and Rodriguez Reyes (1991, 185-186)
state:

This system was developed by UNESCO and it is a microcomputer ver-
sion for the ISIS system prepared by the International Organization of
Labor and for MINISIS developed by the Canada IDRC .. . this is an in-
formation retrieval system specifically created for bibliographic and tex-
tual information management and its distribution is free. Because this
system does not require standardization in cataloging records, its use in
Mexican libraries has brought about countless problems.

Gardufio Vera (1996, 179) reported in 1995 that the number of users of
these various systems were as follows: LOGICAT in 357 libraries, STABUC in
200, Microbiblos in 20, and Microisis in 464. Also, in 1988, LIBRUNAM be-
came the first catalog produced on compact disc. Armenddriz Sdnchez (1996)
noted in a paper presented at the XX VI Mexican Conference on Library Sci-
ence that a large number of libraries from 1990 to 1995 produced their catalogs
on compact disc.

At present, large libraries, including the UNAM General Direction for Li-
braries, have opted for the acquisition of integrated systems instead of continu-
ing the development of their own local systems. This decision eliminates the
need for expensive local development and specialized human resources. For
example, many large libraries in Mexico are currently using the ALEPH sys-
tem.

CENTRALIZATION AND UNION CATALOGS

In Mexico, as in other libraries throughout the world, librarians have come
1o realize that centralization of cataloging and classification can result in a
shorter time for performing these activities, cost reduction, and elimination of
duplicate work. In proposing the establishment of a National Bibliographic
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Centre, for example, Ocampo (1957, 179) emphasized these advantages of
centralized cataloging.

Likewise, when discussing cataloging activities at the National Autono-
mous University of Mexico, Zamora Rodriguez (1957, 255) pointed out:

The centralized cataloging process was initiated at the UNAM in the
year 1927 by the Libraries Technical Department [which in 1966 be-
came the General Direction for Libraries]. By 1954, when the Technical
Processes Department was created as an integral part of the Central Li-
brary, its main functions were to select, to acquire, to register, to classify,
and to catalog all the bibliographic material acquired by the Central Li-
brary and the 40 departmental libraries at the University.

Zamora Rodriguez was among the first advocates of a UNAM centralized cat-
aloging system, the most important in the country taking into account the num-
ber of libraries in the system. He continues:

When in 1954 the Technical Processes Department of the Central Li-
brary began the classification and cataloging of its collections, as well as
the works that UNAM acquired for its 40 departmental libraries, we im-
mediately noticed that the work was of a great significance for library
science in Mexico; thus this work had to be planned and developed in
such a way that it should satisfy not only current needs of university li-
braries but also future ones. (Zamora Rodriguez 1957, 258)

Indeed, the UNAM union catalog eventually became the most impor-
tant and the most influential for cataloging activities throughout Mex-
ico. LIBRUNAM was produced on microfiche in 1981 and, for easier access
by Mexican libraries, on compact disc in 1988. Because a large number of
Mexican libraries do not have enough librarians with proper training to carry
out cataloging and classification activities, the development of centralized
activities at UNAM meant that for many libraries, particularly those of the
state universities, LIBRUNAM would become the main tool to support cata-
loging and classification. A study carried out by Martinez Arellano (1990) to
test LIBRUNAM’s value as a support for cataloging bibliographic materials
in state university libraries yielded these findings: A sample of 440 titles held
by eighteen state universities was collected and searched in LIBRUNAM.
Sixty-six percent (294 titles) of the sample was found in LIBRUNAM. At
present LIBRUNAM can be accessed through the Web page of General Direc-
tion for Libraries at: http://www.dgbiblio.unam.mx.
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Another union catalog that has been significant for Mexican libraries is
the one at the National Library of Mexico. Similar to other national libraries,
the National Library of Mexico has among its objectives the conservation
and dissemination of national bibliographic production. Addressing this
point, Escamilla Gonzalez (1980, 115) states:

Bibliographic control of Mexican publications has been for a long time
of great interest to the National Library ol Mexico and for its researchers
and librarians. In January/February 1967, the library started the task of
compiling the Mexican contemporary bibliography, with the intention of
publishing it bimonthly and including in it monographs published in
Mexico. Since then, fascicles were published every two months until its
publication was delayed in 1978.

Since 1967 the National Library of Mexico has edited and distributed its
collection of cataloging records in the publication Bibliografia Mexicana
[Mexican Bibliography], which, according to Quiroga, Juarez, Ramos, Zahar
and Flores (1987, 319-320) has had three periods:

I. In 1958 the current national bibliography began to be published with the
title Bibliographic Yearbook, of which seven numbers were published,
the last one for 1964. Each yearbook has an average of 5,000 cards rep-
resenting printed monographic works for each year. The great majority
of these works are published in the Federal District.

2. In 1967 the publication changed its name and periodicity. Since then, it
has been called Mexican Bibliography; and its frequency was bimonthly
until 1978. One purpose of this change in frequency was to speed up
publication without waiting to gather everything together to edit a year-
book.

3. Since 1979 the change has been radical. The periodicity of fascicles con-
tinued being bimonthly until the second fascicle of 1981. The number of
cards varies. In 1979 there were 500; the first two bimonthly periods of
1980 contained 700 cards; the third, 800; the fourth, fifth and sixth,
1,000. And since 1981 the Mexican Bibliography has been monthly,
with each fascicle including 750 cards on average.

The Bibliografia Mexicana serves as an auxiliary bibliographic tool for cat-
aloging materials published in Mexico. However, it must be remembered that
the bibliography does include only a small percentage of all materials pub-
lished in Mexico. Furthermore, the delay in publication meant that materials
published in one year did not appear until the next year’s issue. As a result,
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backlogs developed (Martinez Arellano 1982a). There were attempts to auto-
mate the Bibliografia Mexicana, but they were not successful. Publication was
suspended by the end of the 1980s.

FINAL CONSIDERATIONS

The present article has shown the evolution of cataloging and classification
in Mexico during the twentieth century. One of the main problems that Mexi-
can libraries have faced is a scarcity of librarians adequately prepared to cata-
log and classify their collections. Although schools of library science have
been established since mid-century and that number has increased by six in re-
cent years, the number of students is still insufficient to meet the demands of li-
braries, not only for cataloging and classification but also for other library
activities. The lack of librarians is more acute in the states since many of
them prefer to work in Mexico City. Thus, libraries in the states have become
dependent on using LIBRUNAM as a cataloging and classification source
for organizing their collections; nevertheless, the problem of organizing lo-
cal collections continues, and there are cataloging and classification backlogs
in many Mexican libraries.

Moreover, it has not yet been possible to create union catalogs at a national
level, which would, of course, support cataloging and classification. The chal-
lenge for Mexican librarians and libraries in the twenty-first century will be to
develop union catalogs. Likewise, the continuation of Bibliografia Mexicana
as an important union catalog should be resumed. Automation offers many ad-
vantages and possibilities for developing the union catalogs that the country
requires.

Although many Mexican libraries use AACR2, it remains necessary for cat-
alogers to strive for better interpretation of cataloging standards. Moreover, it
is necessary to promote the expansion of manuals for the same purpose. Addi-
tionally, it is important to increase the participation of Mexican catalogers in
international meetings and to expand their involvement on committees that
discuss AACR. There should also be increased involvement in activities relat-
ing to DDC and LCC, the two major classifications in Mexico.

Finally, one of the major problems for organizing bibliographic materials in
Mexican libraries has been the lack of a subject headings list to cover local lan-
guage features and other local needs. Therefore, another challenge for Mexi-
can librarians in the twenty-first century should be the generation of that
subject headings list. To accomplish this task, automation and information
technologies offer many advantages and opportunities that should be used
jointly with the experience of large libraries.
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