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Changes in the library and information science curriculum

‘The case of México

I thank the Organization of Amerlcan States and the Amerlcan Associa .

tion of Library Schools for the 1nv1tatlon to part1c1pate in thlS se

minar on “lerary Education in the Americas: present‘and future".

I would like to indicate at the outset of this brief presehtation,"

xthat although.deeply interested in library educational problems, and

directly engaged in different kinds of programs- during the pastyeare,

I do not play at present, any role in our library schools.

I would also like to make'it clear, that I will be referring most of

my presentation to the country I am more'familiar with: !i&xico.

This contribution does not pretend to evaluate the programs to which

reference will be ‘made. It is mf hope that it will simply contribute

. to throw out some light on the present situation of library education

in my country and the characteristics of the programs offered. As to
the'changes foreseen, some information is provided. Some considera-

tions as to the implementation of two core curricula is also given.

General background _ -_ . aﬁjfvzj- A

There is no . doubt that llbrary educatlon is one of the more llvely

and pressing problems that, so far, has not been solved.
Despite the many serious efforts done, the development reached is

still weak, and thus, this weakness is reflected in the quality of

the library and information services offered.

This problem has been dealt with long ago, but references will be

‘'made to actions taken in the last two decades either at a regional

or national level. They are a clear evidence of the interests of the



professionals-in’the area, or.of national or international organiza-
tions, for arri§ing to pr;ctical éolutions to solve‘it. Just to men-
tibh Some of.them, it will be important'to-remember the Workshops at
'Medellin,” Colombia, from 1962 to 1965 (1), devoted to the analysis
""""" of the ekisting curricula.'Améhg other recommendatiOnSit was then sug
gésted by the participants that a étandérd curricﬁium for.the region
- had to be prepared;Aaé a éoihf of departure for our Latin American
.‘cophtries. | 7 ' .
Feﬁ‘years iater, iﬁ 1972,'the-Latin American Comission of FID (FID/
CLA) , sponsored thé dLafin American Seminar on the Preparation of In
'_fofmation Scientisﬁs" held in México City (2). It was probably one
.~ of the first occasion .‘when the expression "information scientists"
was used in our region'to define the "new" profeésionals needed and
requifed for the operation‘of information services, and the role they
shoula play in our modern society was analyzeé. It was early inlthe
;970'§ when the emergence of some formal programs for information
specialists took place. Brazil'and Argentina could be mentioned among
" the first ones who offered them. |
Other_countries such as éhile‘and México, started of:ering, if not
A'émcbmpleté program, at léast.soﬁé credit hours in the area known'as
information éciéhce. | : | | |
- 8o far, the most common‘cégrsés offéred in our programs are‘in the
areas pf:-autqmétion, communication, information_theory and cyberne
tics, fesearch techniques; documentation, thesauri, information re-
trieval and . a few more. Nevertheleés the mere listingléf the areas,
_does not convey any relevant information: the analysis of the subject

content is much more important, but the specific programs were not

available at this moment. .
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Other'regionalvmeetings were celebrated in the decade of the seven—
ties to deal with this topic' the ones held.in Medellin, in May 1974
(3), and. in Méxlco and Bogota in September and November 1976 reqpectl
vily (4. and 5).
"At a national level, I.willlrefer to two recent seminars-on,this to-
pic,.held in MéxicO'and sponsored.byfthelnrofessional associations

(6 and 7); One more convened by AMBAC, is to be held in Guanajuato,
México, from Febrnary 18-22. Its goal is to discuss problems pertain
'ing to education in this field with dlrectors of 11brary'schodls and
other professionals from various 1nst1tutlons of hlgher education in-
terested in the 1mplementatlon of "11cenc1atura" programs in theshort'
Xun, ' | | _

But despite the seminars or worksnobs held, and the introduction'in
some countries or formal brograms or courses on the subject, it will
| be'pertinent to asklourselves‘if the nrofessiona1>required to ccne
with the nresent information needs and demands of onr_modern society,
has already been formed ’ . |
Bave the dlfferent national realltles been analized?. Are those courses
the answer to them° Has the proflle of the prcfessxonal required been

already defined accordlng to natlonal realltle be them librarians,

informatlon cpec1allsts or documentallsts7 or do those programs or_'

. courses simply respond to a kind of snobblsm, in ordexr to . shaow that

the 1ibrary or information programs of the region, or of a given coun

try, keep up with recent developments°

.It could probably not be a surprlse for the partlclpants to learn
that the last questlon might reflect the present situation: It has
been, in most cases, a matter of. d*opplng and adding courses, without,
alwvays, keeplng in mind the profe551ona1 proflle dellneated in res-

ponse to specrfic needs, and so new titles srmply hide traditional



gntents.
‘ﬂIf analy21ng and comparing the speCific situation inveach country, it
-will reflect a 1ack of agreement as to the core or baSic subjects;
.their speCific content; its duration. GOing further into this problem-
'_there_is also no consensus as.to:the kind of diplomas or certificates
granted; entrance requirements, or.identification of the besic snppot
“ing mdterial needed, such as collections, laboratories and so forth.
all these aspects could easily be proved by gOing throughout the re-
ports presented in the Seminar convened by UNESCO in November 1976(5)
It is for this reason that one of the Widely accepted propositions
made by the participants to the regional or even national seminars, or
conferences to which reference has just been made - is.the need and |
urgency to propose a core curriculum, that would be designed by a
group of experts, to be submitted for consideration to the various 1i
'brary‘school directors, so as to enrich it_with the opinions and'expg
riences of other qualified people.
1There would be advantage.in designing a core curriculum for the libra
ry schools of the region Those advantages could be:
a) Definition of the tasks the profeSSional will be capable to perform
N b)fConsensus on the definition of entrance requirements. |

c) Identification of the subjects required to form the profe551onal ca
. pable of performingcthe activities that an information unit should
- carry'odt. | ' | | | |
d) Agreement on the content of those basic subjects and on their names
e) Agreement'on the number of hours allocated to each subject.
.£E) Facilities to disseminate basic bibliography and eventually to ex-

change it, as well as other supporting material, on the various_

subjects'integrating'the corelcurriculum. ' 4 S .



g) Fac111t1es to prepare teachers and to offer them teaching aids,
- one of the ‘serious weaknesses of the library education structure.
- h) Agreement on the names and“quallty of_degrees, or qualifications
awarded. o |
Such a consensus ‘would allowAthe iibrary schools to depart from one
~common and well known floor, but most 1mportant to know prec1sely
what kind of a profe551onal is belng formed in each one of the scho
ols in the region offering a core curriculum.
, There mlght be objections against the existence of a core curriculum,
because it could be said that whereas there are countries where a
.higher level of development has been reached and where more sophis-
ticated'information activities are already been carried out, there
are others whoee development is still very weak, a library structure
almost nonexistent, and the nnmber of professionals in this field is
far from meeting the most basic needs; eitherfforfoffering direct 1i
brary services, or even more, for teaching purposes. |
- Phis might be a valid obeérgation; so that the benefit from departf
'ing from a single core-brogram that could be offered in the several
‘Countries of the region,_regardless of their stage of development}_

-

could be questioned. _ ' "'; o . ' ;
*This concern could eventually be dealt w1th by proposing the develog
ment of two core curricula, one at a technical level, and another

- one at the profess1onal level The last orie will correspond to what
in most of our countries is known as "licenciatura®. In both instan
. ces their benefits will be the ones just indicated. At the professio
‘nal level it will also be a matter of defining the justifications-

for the development of national master's programs .or as a first al'

ternative and when the library infrastructure in a given country is



~almost nonexistent, candidates to those programs could attend foreign

1nstitutions.

The elaboratlon of two core currlcula would meet the dlfferent natio

nal needs and realltres. If it is true that there have been pro and:
con arguments for acceptlng the exlstence of technlcal programs, ]t

,is unrealistic, for our countrlcs, to determlne that the only accept
-~ ed startlng point is the professional level.

_ffEBiSEl,Exograms,-respggg frgggentlg,tarpartlculér CerUmStanceS

and needs, and do, not necesaxlly”fall,nnder the respon51b111ty of

Tt g o ey

the llbrary schools,.For the reasons already indicated there 1s a
A 2 .
great varlety of programs like these, and as a consequence, there is
lack of uniformity in their content; variation in the timing allocat
'wed to the Various snbjects; lack of agreement as to the qualifica-
tions of professors,teaching'methods and so on. Such a diversity of
programs explain the so many different types of technicians prepared.
There‘is not a common floor yet; so:as to define the tasks such a
techn1c1an is able to undertake. . |
There is also the risk and the fear that those technicians w1ll some
"how'prevent or retard the hlrlng of professlonals. |
Despite, these matters that deserve careful attention; there is not
doubt that professionals need the snpport of technicians, and both
'programs,-the technical and the professional, have to be runned in
parallel based on national sound reasons and justifications.
A clear identification of the needs_to be solved and the tasks the
technician will be prepared to undertake is required. Aware of the
different national realities and of the role the technical programs
should plaj, it is reasonable to propose the preparation of a core

program at this level as a common point of departure, so as to avoid

i v SRR 1 1



# the S50 generallzed short general ba51h courses - l week, 3 weeks,'S'
or more - that are. felt - but are only felt, as the solutlon to speci
fic problems, but which have proved in practice,to be almost useless,
because the techn1c1an who followed them receives a very superflclal
preparatlon, reflected afterwards in the quallty of their performance.
The 90551b111ty for develcplng a curriculum for thls level based on
modules could be analyzed. This woula imply, first, agreement on the
basic subjects that should integrate the curriculum which could ke
taught either as a sequence in a glven period of time, or by modules-
or subjects, in different perlods, accordlng to the most pre551ng
needs, and thus,after the identification of the tasks the technician
has.to be able td perfcrm; This structure'could then permit that a
singlevcourse on, say, services, or beriodical publications, could
be offered without harming the structure of the whiole curriculum.
bnce the students coﬁplete all the subjects, either in a continous

‘] sequence or throughout different pericds,'the.technical diploma is

awarded.

Library education in México

In case some of the participants in this Seminar are not familiar

"g'With the general panorama of library education in México, it will

'be valuable to talk brlefly about the ex1st1ng schools and the level
of educatlon offered at each one of them. ' o
The information about curricula given here was taken from different
" brochures or documents brepared by the schools and in most cases was
- reconfirmed with their directors, or with the persons responsible
for theﬁ. No evaluation at all is intented here.‘

In the capital of the country, Mexico City, there are two library
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K;’schools:_l) The_NationallScthl of Librarians and Archivists (ENBA),
éponSored'by tbe Minisﬁry of Edﬁ§ation,_aﬁd.2i the'prcgramé offered

. at the Faculty of Philosophy.énd Letters within.thé.National Auto-

' pomus University of Mexico (UNAM). The first one offers two levels:
 a) a technical one in 6 semesters, with a number oﬁ_zi_hours'of'theg
Y andvgi.hours devoted to practice_in library science. Secoﬁdary
7_certificate.is theefiif'entrance educational reguirement. At the term
of the sixth semester the étudent is awarded a certificate as a tebg
ﬁical_librérian, valid also as the third level certificate correséong
ing to the "bachilleratb" or prepératory level._This certificate en-
ables the student to go into another ficld at the proffesional level
{within the social sciences afea), ox to.continue withlprofessional'
studies in librarianship.ib) The “"licenciatura" level is offered in
1ibrar§ science in.eight semesters. Each week 68 hours are devoted

to theory aﬁd 46 hours to practice in the fiela.

The preparatory certificate is réquired fcr admission. A thesié and
professional exam must be presented before the degrée is awarded.

"Table No. 1 gives thé listing of subjects offered at both levels,

@and the number of hours of theory and practice allocated to each one

" of then. | -
X! _ . 4 .
ENBA offers also 20 subjects so called “"general" or “cultural" at
" both lévels. These are required courses for all the students. If
.considering these courses there is a total of 31 courses for the
technical level, and 20 for the "licenciatura" one. No further re—
ference will be made here as to their names or number of hours.

‘It will probably be enough to say that for anybody interested in

. ‘going into further detail about the programs at ENBA, reference can .

" be made to its publication Bibliotecas y Archivos, No. 8, 1977.



~—Coursecs offered bv ENBA

“"Technical _ .- "Licenciatura"
“Theoxry Practice  Theory | Practice

Introductlon to 11brar1ansh1p 4 2
“Serv1ces (I-I1) . ' .6 6
 Principles of cataloging _ 4 2
“~“Principles of classification 2 4
' Subjetc headings ' .' 2 4
» Acquisition of. documentary 2 -4
materials .
Periodical publications ' 2 4
- Introduction to blbllography 2 4
History of the books ‘ ' 2 2
History of. libraries 2 2
Reference service -2 2
" -Special information services (I-II) e 4 4
- Selec¢tion of documentary material ' 4 2
Cataloging of anonym'authors,' 4 2
corparative; subject headings
. Cataloging of special materials L - 4 , . 2
- Application of Dewey classification ' o 4 -2
Application of Dewey classification. 4 ‘2
and L.C. classification principles '
Documéntatioh'(I II) | 8 4
. Bibliography (I-II) 8 4
- Library administration (I-II) 4 4
Public libraries T 2 2
School and children libraries 2 2
.8Special libraries ' 4 2
University libraries o 4 2
Planning of library and information 4 4
services (I-II) o
Comparative librarianship R o L2 2
| TOTAL 24 30 __68 : 46

Table No. 1



(;7 675 hourg (See Table 2)

’
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The'curricula at both levels is under revision at present, and it

is likely that some‘changes might be introduced starting next Sep

Htember This rev1s1on has been undertaken because the present pro C:)

--grams, -although modlfled in 1975, do not fully respond, in the opi

.—-pion of the directors, tc,the.techn1c1an or professional reguired.

The revision affects more directly those courses identified as "ge
neral" courses, since ENBA belonged, up to August 1978, to the Ge-

neral Direction of Technological Institutes and thus such courses

- mainly oriented towards the area of administration had to be credit

ed by the above mentioned Direction. When in 1978 ENBA was transfer

‘ed under the General Direction of Publications and Libraries, the

. directors took advantage of this change to reconsider and analyze

the whole currlcula.

The Faculty of Philosophy and Letters offers "licenciatura" and mas

ter programs. The first one is administered by the College of Libra
rianship'(CB) and the second one by the Division of Graduate Studies
of the above mentioned Faculty.

At,the “licenciatnra";level there is a total number of approximately

N

It is 1mportant to indicate the total numbexr of credlt hours in both .

®*licenciatura" programs, ENBA and CB 51nce.thls information w1ll be

the common point of departureAfo' a comparision. There are 368 cre-.

dit hours at ENBA and 234 at CB, these flgures do cover also the

®*cultural"™ or general" courses whlch as 1nd1cated they number 20

dn the first school, and 4 in the second one. Contact was made with

the coordinator of the CB “licenciatura” program in order to obtain

the most recent information as to the number of hours of theory and

practice allocated to each subject. She mentioned the



Courses offered at UNAM (CB) "licenciatura"

Introduction to librarianship (I-II) -
Introduction to science and technolegy (I-II)
Cataloging and classification (I-VIII)
"Administra£ion of libraries (I-II)
- -Bibliology * a
History of libraries
Research methods
Audiovisual materials
'Reference service e
General libraries |
Technical services
Introduction to philosophj
‘Bibliography (I-II)
Special libraries
Selection of materials - ;;_; o F
History of art | o
Periodical and serial pubiications
| Pldnning of library_servicesf(l—lli
:Psychology applied to teaching
"‘Officiél publicatiohs. .
| Sociological'iibrarianship.j?' :A
Fundamentals of eddcation |
. Comparative librarianship (I-II)
Didactics of librarianship
Dbcumeﬁtation
-Mexican bibliogfaphy
Teaching practice.

Electives

Table No. 2 -
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fact that there is no special provision for practice.due to the
‘shortness of the teaching pefiods. The number of hours per subject

“4n a semester runs from 24-26. So, she said, teaching is limited

almost exclusively'to theory. There are some subjects such as éaﬁi‘
g;~"~ioging-andvclassificétion‘whére, inwpfinciple, half of £he number
of hours éllocated should be devoted to practice, but, most unfor-
tunately, if this is ever doné, it is not supervised.
This could be considered as an impbrtant pitfall.of the pfogram.
The mastéf program at UNAM is offefed in approximately two years;
The number 6f students énrolled at»present is of about 30. A can-
didate‘holding a "licenciatura" degree in library science can en-
ter this pfogram without been requested to take pre-~requisite cour
ses. Candidates holding a "licenciatufa" in other areas are request
~ed not more than 8 preréquisite courses iﬁ this field, but the
number varies accqrding to their previous arca of study. The curri'
"culumi;slintegrated by monographic'courses and semihars.(éee Table 3).
This.progfam is at presént under a sgrious revision.énd there_is
the hope tha£ it will be modified f0r,the next academic period
(October 1980). | . |
Outside Mexico City thereHié értechnical program offered atrthé

'University of‘Guadalajara,‘started'in 1975, with a total number of

. (;> 450 hours of subjects offered in the library fieid, distributed in
| - 6 semesters. Twenty four persons, up to July 197% have pursued the
program, and its‘main objecfive has been to preéared technicians
for their university'librariés. All, with the exception of one, so

far, have gone further to professional studies.
The courses and numBer of hours allocated to each oné of them are

given in Table 4.



_._-Autonomus National University of México, Master program

.

Monographic courses:

The university library

. General linguistics_ . | N h C L
Universal decimal classification |

,Scientif;c administratioh B

Library terminology

Seminars on:

‘Library research (requiréd for the preparation of the thesis)
. Informatics . | .
-Cohpﬁfers applied to libraries

?eaching methods

-Medical'libraries

13

.Medical. information sources . =~ - - - " -

-~

" Transliteration
Publications of international organizations
Comparative librarianship

Organization of manuscripts

‘Pable No. 3

. i

G



--Autonomus University of Guadalajara

- -—-{Courses offered at the technical level).

Introduction to librafianship
Librafy services (I-II)

Workshop on classificatioh
Ethymolqgies applied to
librarianship

Reference sources

Workshop on cataloging
Bibliography |

. Workshop on catalog organization
‘Statistics applied to librariés

Library administration’
- TOTAL

Table No. 4

o e e S a—

30
60
30
60
30
30

450 hrs.

14
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There is also a "llcenc1atura“ program offered at the Autonomus
.Univer51ty of Guadalajara (UA ), & private institution. ThlS pro-f
rgram follows the lines of and is accredited by the CB. |

There are only some exceptlons as to the number and klnd of eleotlve_
courses offered at that Unlver51ty._

In respect to master programs, there are two at ?resent being'of-
fered in proVincial universities: one at the Autonomus University
of Nuevo Lefn and the other one.at thelUniversity of Guanajuato.
The first one was started in Sebtember 1977, and the scond one, in
January 1978. .

The listing of courses offered at the Autonomus University of Nuevou
Lebn is the one indicated in Table 5. All of them last for one
quarter,.except'when otherwlse indicated. |

- Courses marked with an asterisk, although originally contemplated
for the program were not.offered in the first promotion, due to-the.
fact that the ?articipants main areas of interest were humanities
and social sciences. Although considered as.reqnired courses, they
 have been treated as electives .in this ocassion,

_The present promotion which orlglnally enrolled twelve students,
out of whlch eight Stlll remaln, will be thru in March 1980, and

& new promotion will start in February this year, if a minimum num
ber of ten stndents aoply and.are accepted to the program.

Several institutions located in the city of Monterrey ha?e offered
their support to the orogram. Professionals with a master's degree
have taught the various academic¢ subjects. Students, residents of

- that oity, work half time for several institutions and devote some
hours during tne week to their courses. There are no full time pro

fessors. It could probably be said that the weakest aspect of this

.y



Autonomus Universityvy of Nuevo Ledn

Master program.

introduction to 1ibrarianship
~Information sources-and sérvices-

Bibliographic deécription and orgaﬁiéation of knowledge (two quarters)
Introauction to information science

4Résoﬁrces and reference services in hum#nities and social sciences.
Administration of libraries and information centers.

hnaiysis‘and design of information systems ’
' Research methods |
'AufomationA
Storage retrieVal.and dissémina;ion of informatioﬁ
LLibrafy education . o

. %®¥ "Resource and reference services in science and technology

®* Mexican bibliography
* Not offefed'during the first promotion

Table No. 5
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.program is the bibliographic supéort;

fhe foiiowing'are the_characteriStics.of the:progrém‘offerediin Gua—
najuato: it is a full time program; twelve srudents were enrolled.in
1979{ and along the course one of them drcpped'out; Of the rcmaining
eleven, only three présented.theuessay or research.paper required for
“ graduvation, and six more indicated tﬁat they will present it this

. year. ihe collection, in opiuion of the profesors; is rather'well
rounded up,.including the suscription to around 45 periodicals in the
field. | | |
The original program offcred in the firsc promotion was structured in
shorr intensive modules of three weeks each, 45 hours per course, di-
vided in 3 main areas (Seé‘Table 6)._Proféssicnals holding‘a masters
degree:were invited to teach'eachrone of them.

‘The only person in re31dence for the program was the coordlnaror, who

at the same time fulfilled other dutles wrthln the- unlver51ty llbrary

~ system.

For the second promotion; started in January 1980, the curriculum was
carefully revised, and several modifications were introduced.'scme of
the main changes are the.fclloﬁing: the duration of the courses vcries
-. from three to tcn weeks, with a total number of 30 to 60 hours: some
courses.were split into two subjects, so that more emphasis will be
,given'tc specific aspects which iu the opinion of the coorainator and
'~the-professor.who taught thé ccursé_in 1979,ideserved more'emphasisf-
| This is the case, for inStance'of'”Selection". which original;y was
taught with "Technical operationsﬁ. A course on-"Educatioﬁ_for,libraf
-rianship" was introduced, as well as two courses on quantitativc ana
. lysis, as a basis for the course; "Analysis and'mcchanization of 1li-

brary systems". In.1980 there are two full time professors in residence.
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" Table 6 gives the original program anddTable 7 lists the-courees'

fhat'will be offered this yeaf and the time allocated to‘each one

- -of them.

- The main changes in the etrﬁofure.and‘duration of the program is
jﬁstified because aftef a year of experience it‘wae made cleer
that the short duration of the courses affected the students learn
ing process. | | |
Information provided here about curricula has been iimited_again,
to the mere listing‘of subjects. It is most impoftant to undertake
a careful enalysis of the characteristics and content of the'pro-
grame, which unfoftunately were not availablenfor'many of the cou£
see and thus such analysisvis still pending. Library school direc
Ators should insist on their professors in order to obtain at the
eafliest;possible their‘prngams. This is the only way to gain a
detailed knowledge of the currioulum of each school as a-perfect
integrated unit and, as a byorodoct,.such individuaidanalysis.will
" serve as the indispensable matefial to be compared with other na--
tional or forelng curricula. After such studies are made, there.
could be a more solid frame of reference to bulld up the core cur
rlculum or curricula sought. |
'A,general comment about the above mentioned Programs is the fact

- that elective courses for the different leveis, have rarely been
offered, and when this 1s the case they seem to respond to the
availability of somebody w1111ng to offer one on a given subject
or area. But very seldom they respond to a well round and balan-

ced planning.
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University of Guanajuato

(Master program)

1979
'-Cdu;ses
" Areas: User services and . The library: its community
. resources. . and collections.
The communication process
K and the reference service.
Resources and réferéncé sys
. tems in humanities, social |
'séiénces; sciencé and techﬁg
.:logy;_ |
Specialized materials and ser
Qicéé.
Adﬁinistration.and Thé university environment
Research. ~ Administration. |
| ‘Mexican academic libraries
. ,,,ffJ . 'Préblem.solvingf(Research -
| methods) . o ‘
- Information science"Ai Bibliographic description
'and technology. gcataloging);

Organization of knowledge
(classification).
Technical operations
' Analysis and mechanizatioh
of library sysfems.

Table No. 6




University of Guanajuato (Master program)

Curriculum 1980

Administration (I-II)
Reference service and basic -
bibliography

 Introduction to library and
information sciences
Cataloging

'Sélection“of materials
Classification |
kesearch methods

- Intriduction to-quanfitative

" analysis . -
'Educationnfog librarianshib

Reference services in:humanities

ando social sciences |

Technical oﬁerations

"Applied quantitative analysis
Communication |
ﬁéferepce services in science

an technology

| Analysis and mechanization of library
systems

Special materials and services
“fThesis project

TOTAL

A;Table No. 7_

" Hours

60
40

30

a0
30
60 -
30
30

30
40

30
30
30
30

30
30

-10ﬁ'“

510 hours

20
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Training program

The programs just referred to are those formally established in our
schooisﬁ'But due to the fact that their enrollement is so small, the
national demand for librarians Qill hardly be satisfied. |

For this reason, various activities_to solve the lack of trained
people have been'undertaken in the last fears. Many of them have
been sponsored and organized by individual institutions for their
own purposes; No referencelto them is made here thou, since the aim
of this pfesentation is to deal with cd:ricula aspects, end also be
cause of'their very particular objective. Among‘the most important
activities of this sort, there have been some of national outreach.
An example of them, were tbe ENBA—CONACYT courses offered, in a
first instance, to persons who were working 1n'11brar1es of institg
tions of higher education. Supported by the National Council for
:Science and Technology (CONACYT) these courses were offered from
1973 to 1978.

‘After the second promotion, 1975,hpersons not‘yet Working for those-
libraries, but that wouid be hired for such institutions wetevalso

accepted. A number of approximately 270 people were enrolled. . .

'?he curriculum for this course was designed by a consultant with a
Iong exoefience in the develooment of technical programs.

It was discussed with the directors of ENBA, and with professioheis
from CONACYT | | ' |

- As indicated, the program fesponded to the characteiiscics ‘and most
pressing needs of institutions of higher education. Therc were perio
dical evaluations and thus some modifications werelmade'to the origi

nal one. English language was also offered.
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Training courses
.~ - ENBA-CONACYT L g Public libraries |
No. of hours o ‘ Subjects -: ' E No.‘of'hdurs
. 60 - Introduction to librarianship 40
180  Information sources ' ‘ 4  - 72
70 . Services | ' ) 40
200 Technical processes (catalo- ' 152
- ging, classification, subject
headings).
30 : Perioqical publications . _ -
56 o :' Administration (basic prinéi- o | A.36
: - ples and of institutions of -
. . higher education
B _ ... 30 B Research methods and repro- | - -
graphy.
80 . - - Practice N I | . 70
Total 700 . - . . ‘wotal 410

'Table_No. 8
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Another ﬁrogram of a national Qide scope, has just recently been .
sfartéd by the Ministry of Education.énd offeredAto persons alrea
dy working in public libraiies.
In this.case, fhe point of departure was the ENBA—CONACYT_coursé,
.with a reduction in the .number of hours to approximately 450, which
is expected to be continued thié year. |
A basic bibliography was selected for béth programs and an special
effort was done'ﬁo include as much m;tgrial in Spanish as possible.
Information about courses and number df hours of both programs is
given in Table 8. | |
The progréms mentioned above have been a valuable experience and
the methodology followed, content, dufation, bibliography and so
'férth are availabie to anybody intérested on them, and could e&en-
tﬁally be a pqint of departure for the development of a core pro-

gram as proposed here. . o ‘ -

Conclusion

" If the will of .cooperation is clearly sta;ea:in this occasion, a
pradtical way tb start solid and long lasting actibns in the area
.Of liﬁrafy eduéation would be td.propose é methodoloéy fdr analyz -
E ing the nationél realities: idéntifiéation on the present number

of library and information séfvices: ﬁumber and educational charag"
_teristics of their staff; development.foreseen in all information
sectors: public, school, higher éducation and research institutions;
" resources avaiiable; expeétedlgrowth.

From the analysis of these factors, among others, tﬁere would be
sound basis to iaentify the kind and number of people needed, either
... technicians or professionals, and thus the adequate curriculum can

be developed.
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